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ought to continue ? er as to rhac bjection,? ad, 

A. pre Epiſt. to.7i#s. c+.1. v. 3. where the A- 
ES ations of one who i; fit to 

4 Homer of the Cadet. ns boa myery word declg- 
ing that thoſe extraordina the holy Ghoſt, are a- 
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| wer of godliteſſe hath flouriſhed "more then in Eng- 
my 


a; but where 
do we read agole the " 


bad cheſe extraordinary Gi 
We find chat Baptiſm -was CE ibres 4 thoſe we 
had none of theſe Gifts. 42. 8.15, 16, 17. That the Lv 


Supper 45 adminiftred to.C 4 Diſciples before the hol 

in 3haſe g5fts,, fell wpan pager Ma ,.26, : Audthat the, C 
\Cen wre requires uo {ic Mat. 18. Now ves if. - 
Ordinances may be ed: without them ; and they are | 
-not of the Eſſence of the Miniſtry,wh 5 ould _ man think 


[that het er. paced of ins waar alt ſo pang. apon theſe, 
dinances cannot wed or ad- 


or Ea Lords d: 

peris, becauſe of the Lords appointment.and 
Rn —_ doth not ſee how che power of, godlyneſſe 
hath grown and thriven under the droppings thereof? Whar 
_ or Kingdom is there under all the Heavens, where 


? Why? . (nov excluding other reaſous of Gods Grace 
and Free love tous y) bur betauſe the Lords day hath lived 
more Inſtitution-wiſe in England, than in atty other part of 
the World ; and what gracious man is there in all this Nati- 
on, who may not riſe up and ſay to this day, Bleſſed art rhow 
among ft the days of the Week,my Son! doth; yca,and all Gene ations 
_ cal thee bleſſed ? 
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wn Deus Katiae'] part of. the 15.verl, 


19) Oh 


>d195 = Him ſhall Je Dae 


my & yojd PER eee rning.our Lord and Sa- 
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Weary Wo] ; Fabolk 
Will of 


Jpn ner 


Res Ara) thake khown the 
od the Father unto ys : Our du- 


ty the 0 hearken, unto him, And this is that Tnfe- 
refice: FO td ers makes here, Vito Him ſhal ye 


WERY A ma rve, That when the Apoſtle Perer 
3, . dot ie 7s iptur e, he glyes 70u a d0 fe ex- 
tion; Fol wherth A Rid, in the 19: verſe of this Chap: 
+ ſhal com to paſs that Whoſoever wil not hearken untomy words, 

which, he wy ſprak.tn my N Newes 1 wil require it of him. Perer, 


I» oy rs Ar "; Ayc it hal come to paſe that every 

Mad ops Mm 7; t, [bal be deſtroyed from among 
People . And' Lin it is id ere inthe text, Unto Him 
ſhal ye =— Peter in, A, 3,22, renders it thus, "Him foal ye 
bear al things, Whazſgever He ſbal [ay unto you. 'Sothar this 
F the preat Toferehce and Uſe that rhe Lord Himſelf doth 
oo this Propherigal Pitice of Chriſt, Unto Him ſhal ye 


Preached 
at Step- 


ney fly 
rdden 
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great Pro- 
, Leceive, and ſub- 


amen and Inſtitutions of his, 
do ſtill continue and bind us, and that we are ſtill to hear-. 
ken to him therein ; till he lives and ſpeaks in thoſe appgint- 
ments. 

Thirdly, I ſhall Anſwer to ſome ObjeRions, Queſtions, 
and Caſes of Conſcience concerning Ordinances, and the In- 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, ] | 

Fourthly, Shew you, What a dangerous thing iris for a 


man 


— " 


and ears. from, the vaice © F| 
in his Ap and Joftic;. 


* "'Fifthly ; How, ta in SR manner this hearing work 
ſhould be rightly performed ? 

Firſt; if you as me, What theſe Appointments'are, which 
we are to receive, acknowledg, a bibaai unto, andſoo 
drarthpure ie great Prophet in? : + +»! 

1T,Anfwer, That if you look into the. who! new Teſtament, 
you ſhal' find the precepts of Chriſt are either Aforel, as 
the Ten Commandements,, or: Poſtives As for. the Moral 
precepts of the Ten Commandements,- though. our Lotd. 
and Savior CHRIST, hath added no-new-chiog unto them, 
niore than what was, before;yet;ns I may {© ſpotk;be hath pa. 
ther into another dre than, what was Formerly putupoh' 
them ; for faith he in the 5 Chapter of,Adatthew; It hath been 
| [aid by them. of 01d, T bow ſalt netvgapmtiti fdiultery ; Bug I (ag. 
unto you, W ſerver ketones 4 Warr #0 [uſt aftercher, 
Ss, this d) Chee J Fa er there: arequ- Caſes 

ey 

i Loc and Savior; Chiiftgſheals,pato;rin'three of 
oh makes menzion of, the very wards: of the Moral 
Law; as at the 21. verſe, Te have theerd' it Was ſaid of wid, 
Thew lt net. kill-atthe 27 veile7e have heard that itwas ſaid 
Zh ol we not commit Autres). $0 again, verſers3. But 
ow when Epealay Le. 6 ther Logs the were nor of the | 
ten NN n herve tharhe alters his mans! 
ner- of peaking, Ws oy that ithath beeni\ ſaid,” An" 
Eyefoy bye + Jah. not ſay; Ye. have; heard thatl ic hath / 
been ſaid, by them: of 01d time.:; [When ( Iſay)cheſpenks ofa! 
of the .ten Commandements,, char Elauſe! added; 
vhevta ls [peaks ofabe other Thiee Caſes, thasClante i is' not 

adccceds F 

Again; you may obſerve this, That thoſe wands; re e have 
heard that it Was ſajd To them of old time/hould.be rather tran 
| Nlated ( Frl5r yrs e.of yotr Books Tr heve honed that” it 

#. 


was ſaid BY:t old time ; which appears vythEuncthel $ 
or opplition, Bus 1 ſay. 
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Jication of Ordinances. = 
in; You may obſerve, That when,he ſaith at the 174Y- 


r= ' 
Think wot- that T am come to deſtroy the Law br the Prophets, 
| 1 am not come to de(troy but tofmifil Thoſe words ( according: 
1t6 rhe Original - maybe read thus, 7” #5 »a come 10 deſtroy 
'} | bt ts fill up ; for though Chriſt 24ded nothins unto the ten 
Commindernetits' or Moral Law, yet notwithſtanding, he 
| di&*ni6re. fully reveal- and make known what was, and is 
therein commanded ; for our Lord and Savior Chriſt, did 
.*. | not'barely ſpeak againſt the falſe gloſfes and Inerpretations 
| 6f che ſews; and Jewiſh Rabbins,* for he inſtenceth in the 
wotds of 'Afoſe;,” and of the Law'it ſelf, 7: hath been ſaid by | 
them, Thow ſhalt not commit Adultery, but I ſay, Whoever loo-| . 
| «ty pore ee. What then, were not unclean 
? hpughts forbidden 'by the Law, and in Aoſes time 2 Yes; 
| 4 'but'when Chriſt came, he dorh- more fully and cleery re- 
| veal what was befors'commanded' and forbidden in the 
| | Law ; and ſo though he'bath made no new addition to the 
x! Law, yet in- this-reſpeRt he hath (as it were) made ſome ad- 
ax varice upon the very Mordl Law, the' ten commandements ; 
and herein we are-tohearken to him this great Prophet, 'by 
acknowledging, receiving,” and ſubmitting unto theſe com» 
mands thus opened and Interpreted by him, ” ny | 
But-now- if you look upon the + con Precepts or Com- 
miandements of Chriſt, you ſhall find, that Jefus Chriſt hath 
| give Forth many thar were 'hor given forth inthe times of 
Moſer, or of the”Oid Teſti#ment, for 'in the times of the 
Old Teſtament, Circumcifion was, iow Baptiſm is : then 
the'Paſſover, now the Lords Supper: ' then their Miniſters 
were Priefts' and Levites, now Paſtors, and Teachers : then 
the whole Nation of the Jews a Church, 'now as man do Be- 
leeve they are added to the Church : then if any man did 
fin preſumptuouſly, he was to be cut off by the Sword | 
from among the people, now to be cut off by the Cenſures | 
| of the Church. SothatI ſay, if you look upon' che Poſi- | 
| tive Precepts, .there'are many that are now piven forth by 
Chriſt, whith -were-nor given/ forth before" in the times of 
| Moſes, and of the Old Teſtament, and theſe;all cheſe we are 
| | | to. 
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]:tbey. be laid and preſt upon univerſal and perpetual 
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to-receive, toacknowledge, 
£0 KehIE 00 Ks great pe 517 Thar i UF 77; 
/: © it wii De granmteg on alt nan thereare man 

po es Inſtitations, and; Ordinances whic biz 
venforth by this great Prophet in the times of the New Te- 
ſtament : bue.the Queſtion is,Whether tele are to continue 


ſill or no. 2 We grant andeed, chat there were ſuch Appoint- 
ments in Chuif Tye zime,: and. in the Apoſtles time ; for 
the people .of thoſe times, and. of that generation : but the 


Queſtiop./is, Whether theſe {till ace co contiaue, and whe- 
ther ſtillwe.areto ſubmit, to receive, and to acknowledge 
theſe Appointments z-and ſo whether ſtill we.are co bear- 
For Anſwer hereunto: , Obſerve 1; pray, the laying of 
Chriſts Appointments, Inſticutions, and Ordinances, If 


rounds, then.chey are, ſtill co, continue. Now you ſhall 
find, -chax.theſe Apporatments, Inſtitutions, and Ordinances 
of Chriſh, . Baptifa, the-Locds Supper, Particular Churches, 
the” Miniftry, Chyrch- Cenſures,” Singiiig - of "Pſalms, 
and the like, are laid upon ſuch. univerſal and perpetu- 
al grounds, as .to continue until Chriſts coming .a- 

Yale -* ud ? SUN 577 254 Say cc, | mo 
1 ſhalktouch a/littleypon theſe Particulars, and provethe 
thing ficſt by way of enumeration. _.. 

As for that of Particslar -Churches : You find in the Book 
.of the Revelation; that Chriſt ſpeaks of things to come after 
/Zobn's time who lived-the longeſt of all che Apoſtles : at 
the firſt Chapter, .and the,fixſt verſe thus : The Revelation of 
Feſra: Chriſt Wbich God gave wnto um. to fheW nnts bus ſervants 
things mhich muſt ſhortly come to paſs. And in the 4 Chapter 
and the latter end of the 1 verſe, faith the Lord Chriſt tg 
Joby, I'will fhew thee, things which muſt be hereafter. Now in 
the firſt Chapter he gives bim a Viſion of the Son of man 
walking between the ſeven golden Candlefticks : and he 
tells us at the laſt Verſe, That thoſe ſeven golden Candle. 


and.co ſubmit unto, and herein | 


Objeft. : 


ſticks, are the ſeven Churches :_ ſhewing, That thus Chriſt 
B 2 


would 


— 


—..— 


-*| th&clofe of x ' Book ofthe 
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: Widdows, and about the'ordering of the hooſe'of God, 
with a fofetnti Cha rge,Chap:'6,"Verſ.14."7 pfve thee Charge in 


| body of Chriſt, Well, but how long are theſe t6'continue ? 
| reade the 13, verſe,7:ll we all come in the unity of the Faith and 
| of the knowledge of the Son of God, nhto 4 perfitt man, wnto the 


ould - TT 


——_ thew Conte af 
ter Foby's time; in the ci; 4 


ut wetEto cone: And in 
velativ#,” After > tad fp 
ie to-pafſe; Ti He ae 
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he .Churclpr.' | Nor i o inet, in tlie 
Gab aa Wye look mrs the f 
ye ſhall find; "taverns! 'Apo C—_ el Fon 
and ſeveral Precepts concerning Biſtiops; Biders,- -Deacons, 


A 


oft hin Th for mi on 


( which ſaith he, is the Church of God) he concludes all 


the ſight wo G Fr before Peſms Chrift;Thitt then on keep þ. rhe G o0- 
ma fnorthis, - bur che Commandement,” Secording to 
the_old 14 Trandation, and the ys inal Greek) withinr ſor, 
unrebakabl ," wntil the aring f our Lord 7eſws Chriſt : 
WH pearing, doth inchronize with the ju ik m_ 
ck at dead; 2 Tiw. $4 Ts wr 
felf doth not live ſo Das” and re this Charge bet 
on every Miniſter and others Ga C for ſo Seed the 
_ is dire&ed to the tnan of God, Chay pter 6, Verſe 11. 
who by tie fame Apoſtle, is interpreted to be eyery Miniſter 
Epiſt. Kr 3. verſ. 17. So that the ordering of Gods houſe 
by Biſhops, or Etders, Deacons, ahd'/Willdows,is til ts con- 
ne, god therefore particular Churches and Congregations 
Fs publick Worſhip ſtill ro. continue? 

As for the Miniſtry, yow know whatthe Apoſtle faith in” 
the 4: CAINEE to © Ephe ;, atthe'r r, re + ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, He gave ſome, Apoſtles : forme, Prophets : fame, Evan- 
geliſts :, 4 "I ſee, Paſtors and Frarhers ; ; for the p thin of 
the. Saints, for the work of the Miiniftry, for the + ing ofthe 


meaſure of the ſtature of the fulne Ineſt of Cha, And T pray, are 
weyet come unto this Condition ? It may be ſome particular 


ak condition, | 


man will dareto fayit, thar be nn is come unt6 this 
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condition; this: feature of: f' of! Chriſti; bur mark | 
whit the | Apoſtte ſaith, «till we aft come'inthe unity df the 
Faich.” Whiat.a world'of diffetences in/Faith are there now 
amongſt vs > bur faith the Apoſtle, Theſe Offices of the Mi- 
.niſtry; are co-continue' til we 'a# come; not till: one man 
.comes, -or twe mercome, 'but till we a come umothe uni+ 
« 6 : ther" ip-not' yet come topaſs, and therefore 
che Miniſtty4+tilltocontinue ; neither can it be aid, That 
this mo Faith is to-be' underſtood; of the Doarine of 
Faitlf;'for that were to ſay, That the Miniſtry were to-con- 
tinue tiff the Dorines andRules for the Miniſtry were gi- 
ven out; ahd then to ceaſe'; And if ye look into the 68. P/al. 
from whence theſe words are cited ; ye ſhal-find atthe 18, 
verſe, that Chriſt hath given theſe gifts, That the Lord God 
might dwel amongſt wen. As if there were no abode or dwel- 
ling for mongſt men, without theſe gifts ; and have 


| w&not need (Mill;thar God ſhould dwel arniongft us? yea, and 


As for Baptiſme;;- you know what our Lord and Savior 
Chriſtfaid'ts his Diſciples, Afar. 2871 g.Go teach al Nations, 
baptizing them. 1 do not inſiſt upon. thoſe words, Los, 7 aw 
with you wntil the end of the world, though that will carry it ; 
but1pray you matk thoſe words, Go rtearh all Nations bupti- 
zhig them. So that all Nations are to be Taughtand Baptized: 
Baptiſm therefore, is not to end till all Nations be taught 
and baptized ; -and is that done? reade what: is ſaid in the 
24 of Matthew, #t thie 14. verſ. Awd this Goſpel of. the King- 
des ſoak be Preathed in all the world, for a Witneſs unteall Na- 
tions, arid then ſhalt the end come. But the end is not yet come ; 
when the Goſpel is-preached unto all Nations, then ſhal the 
erid come ; butthe end is not yet come, therefore the Go- 
ſpe# ſtill is to be preached unto the Nations, and they to be 
Bzptized, and-fo* this Ordinance of Baptiſm.is to continue 
| þ- *-/ | 


As for that of the Lords Smpper ; ye know what the Apo- 
Me faito, As oft 45 ye imt, bc Ve fhew: forth the Lords death | 


doth nor God Mill dwelamongft us ? 


hmm narms That 'canhot be underflood of the coming of 
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Ye know whatour Savior ſaith,” in the. 18 of Afatthew, Tell 


the Spiric'; for ſo: he- was; come in;the Apoſtles time,” - But ; 
if ye look into thefirft of the. Gorinth5ans,, andthe 11. Chap» 
ter,ye ſhal ſce whatu reaſon the Apoſtle gives, why he gave 
out the Lords Supper unto. the-Corinthians, and why they 
were to receive it; even ſuch a reaſon as reaeheth unto us | 
as wel-as to: the Corimchinns, faith beatthe 23. verſ. For / 
have received of the Lords (that whieh alſo 1 deliuered unto Jou, 
T hat the Lord Je/s; -the ſame night in which he was berr 62d, 
took bread, &c. He makes this the reaſon why he gave forth 
the Lords Supper unto the Corinthians, and why they were 
co receive it, Even becauſe that che. Lord Jeſus Chrilt did 
give it to his: Diſciples in the night when he was beraied, 
and becauſe he had chus: received af the Lord, &c. Now I 
appeal unto any. man, I not this reaſon as good a reaſon 
upon us, as upon the Corinthians ? if indeed the Apoſtle 
had” made this; the reafon, 1 have received a meſſage from 
Chriſt, That you-Corinthians ſhould receive Me Lords, Sup- 
er, then this reaſon had: fiot; boynd-us as well as them, 
ut the reaſon that” he gives of this diſpenſation, reacheth 
ro us as well as them, therefore to continne amongſt us 
as it was uſed amengſtthem. 
As for the Cenſwres of the Church, incaſe thatany do of- 
fend and continue'fcandalouſly. and obſtinately in their fin ; 


— 


it unto the Church : but if he negle to hear the Church, let him 
be nnts thee as 4 heathen man, and a publican. - Now if you 
look upon the verles before and after-this ext, ' ye ſhal find 
that they all do'bind us. Verſ, 10. Take heed that ye deſpiſe 
ot one of theſe little ones : thar till continnes. So after this 
rext. Peter came wnto Chriſt and ſaid, Lord; how oft ſhall my 
brother fin againſt. me and 1 forgive bim ? 7eſne ſaith unto him, 
I ſay unto thee; Net till ſeven times, but wntill ſeventy times 
ſeven times, verſ. 21. yea, look upon the whole Chapter, 
and the other verſes thereof, and ye find, that they, do 
ſtill bind us arid-continue upon us, Why'therefore not this 
alſo, which you have at the 17. verfe? And if we mind 
the 1 Cor. 5, Chap. we may ſee that the Apoſtle Pa»/ doth 

| argue 
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argue'rhis Cenfare ofthe Church, from univerſal, perpetual; 
and moral-gtounds; Caſt out therefore the old leaven,why ? 
becauſe a'{3trle teaven leavinerh the Who! lump.  _ 

As 'for Singing of Pſalms; You know what is ſajd cone 
eerning our Saviot Chriſt and his Diſciples when they had 
received the Supper Mat. 26. 30. And When they bad [ung an 
Hymn,they Went ont. It was an uſual praftice among the = 

ter the paſſover, to ſing an Hymn: our Savior Chriſt did 
receive the Paſſover then, Fat he did not ſing a Pſalm, or 
Hymqm between the Paſſover and the Lords: Supper, but he 
takes the Hymn and removes it from following the Paſſover, 
and hangs it upon the Lords Supper,ts ſhew that ic ſhould be 
a New Teſtament Ordinance, # 

And they af ſang : for thoſe that went out did (ing, agd 
when they had ſang an Hymn they all went our. ; 

Arid they a/! ſang together : For if them only did 
fing, then either our Lord and Savior lone did ling, 
or ſome one of his Diſciples did fing alone our Lord and 
Savior Chriſt did not fing alone, for the Evangeliſt. would 
havetold us ſo: 7ohn tels us, That our Savior prayed then, 
and he ſets down his prayer in the 17 of Fbb»; aud faith he, 
he Prayed, aud heſaid, Father glarifie thy Son, &c. So if 
Chriſt had 'ſang* alone, oh» or ſome other Evangeliſt 
would have faid that he ſung, and would have given us his 
Pſalm which he ſung, as wel as his Prayer which he- pray- 
ed : Neither cant be fafd}, That they all ſung becauſe they 
did all conſent unto what he did : for they conſented; unto 
his Preaching, to the Miracles which he wrought, and to 
his prayer which he made ; yet it's not faid, They wrought 
this or that Miracle when he wronghr it; or that they Prea- 
ched,when he Preached ; or that they prayed,when he pray- 
ed' alone : yea, where do we find -in all the New Teſtament, 
that they are ſaid to do any thing that Chriſt did alone: 
ſurely therefore he did not ing here alone, for it's ſaid, And 
When they had ſung, c-c. Not did one of his Diſciples ſing a- 
lone ; for to thar kind of ſinging two gifts are required, the 
gifts of Propheſie, whereby a man is able to ſpeak-in the Con- 
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epation to the benefit of the whol body. ;- and the melo- 
ious gift of ſinging. Now thoſe . gifts were, not-yet given, 
for Chriſt was got. yet dead and. aſcended,.qnd therefare 
one of the Diſciples did nox ſing alone, and if Chriſt did 
not firg alone, nor one of his Diſciples algne, then they all 
ſang together. * | 
I bur if they did all ſing together, how.could it be to e- 
dification ? For we reade in the 3. of the Co/ofians, thatihe 
Apoſtle faies thus, Let - tha woud of Chriſt divel in Ju richly 5 
all wiſdom,teacbiug, and ndmona/bing one another iy Pſalms, ayd 
Hymns, 4nd ſpiritual ſongs. How-can we teach and admoniſh 


. "For Ani to that,. 1- ſhall: byt.acquaintyou with che 


| miF-reading of the woxds ;. look, upon the, words. in the -16s 
verſ. and the: yery,aiphe regbing will cake: off this and 0- 
ther ſeruples. rds are to. be read thus, 'Let che won 
of Chriſt del in 


Wrichly.jn al wiſdom \gfraching and admoni-, 
po: vs ancther”: ( there's. che ſtop.) 1» P/ulms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritnal fongs finging with grace 3n your hearts to the Lord. 
[The words do not run thus, Let the Word of Chriſt dwel 
in you richly in all Wiſdom, teaching-and admoniſhing 


one another in Pſalms (.ftopping there). but in the Greek | 


and Original, the words run thus, Let the Word of Chrsft 
dwel in Joy ricbly n. all Wiſdom, | teaching and admoniſhing one 
another ; (there's. the ſtop). In P/alnr,andHymnus and {þ iritual 
Songs, Snging With grace un Jonr | beargs, tothe Lord. And, 
thus there 15 a better ſence of the Sord 

dependance of, things together. So that 1/ſay, our Lord: 
and Savior Chriſt and his De did all ſing together, 
and if they all ſung together at the Supper, why ſhould'not 
his pratice be a Rule to us as well az. bus. receiving the Sup- 
per aRule-to us; as it is preſled by the Apoſtle in that; - 1 

'Cor. 11, if Chriſt could (ing thus with the Diſciples wich- 

out tinting the, Spirit, in whom the Spirit was without mea- 

ſure; then alſo we may {ing together, and yet nor Nint the | 


Spiric; bur Chriſt and his Diſciples did all ſing together, 
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till co courinue: Tf the, Appointments, Inſtitutions, and 


| word of the new Teſtament ; as the Conimandements of be- 


to the ground, 4nd then we return to Heatheniſm, 
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amd tire for aur earzjla, Thuzmhethes you, ack upon 
one or another of wow Nd arvpny ere Wire 
ſtill to. continue, and that we are to.receive; acknowledge 
and ſubmit unto theſe Appointments, and to hear Cheif 
herein. 7 | 

Rut beſides theſe particulars, take Three or Four, gene- 
rat Reaſons for the continuance of them. 

Firſt, If that the word of che new. Teſtament, as comman- 
ding to' Beleeve, and promiſing to give the Spiric, I fay, if 
this Word do continue, then, the ;nances of Chrift are 


Ordinances of Chriſt be nor ſtill co continue, then the 


leeving, and the promiſe of giving the Spirit, do not conti- 
nue neither, heth is the lime raking for, - we lay 
that the Lord. Jeſtis'Chriſt hath appointed Baptiſm, _ the 
Lords Supper, ahd other Ordinances, 'what do men fay ? 
True, theſe wete appointed. indeed for thoſe times, when 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles lived, , But.now. I pray, May nbt 
the ſame be faid concerning the Commandement of: Belee- 
ving, and- concerning the Promiſe of giving the Spirit > you 
ſay tat you-are bound to beleeve ; how. prove yau: that? 
ſay you, Becaufe Chriſt hath commanded me : Burt I; An- 
ſwer you, with your own Anſwer, He commanded the men 
of thoſe titnes bnly: You ſay, Thar you ſhall have the Spirit, 
How prove ypn That? Chriſt hath promiſed it, but how 
prove you; t_ rea 

thofe times? Look what you -Anſwer for the Ordinances 

that may be Anſwered'to the-Commandement of Faith, and 
the promiſe of giving the. Spirit, and fo for the whol new 
Teftament; and ſo both ON and New Teſtament will fall 


; Secondly, If the+ Do&rine of the Ordinances be of the 
foundation of out Religion, then certainly.the Ordinances | 
are ſll-ca continne ; for withaug a foundation, there is no 
building. Now if you look into the 6: Chapter, of the He- 


har che promuſe of the Spirit reacheth beyond | 
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the foundation of Religion, 'verſe the 1, Therefore leaving the 
principles of the Dottrine of Cri let #« go on #nto perfettion, 
not laying again the faunaation of repentance from dead Works, 
ard of faith towards God, of the ne of Baptiſms, and of lay- 
ing on of hauds, and of reſurreftion of the dead, and eternal juag- 
= iy What this Baptiſm is, I will not deſpute; what this lay- 
ing on of hands is, Iwill not now reaſon; but certainly they 


muſt be Ordinances. Now look ( faith the Apoſtle ). as the 
Doarin of the ReſurteRtion,\ and eternal judgment, and re- 
entance from dead works "add of faith towards, God, are 
undamental Doarines ; {o.he oarine. of Baptiſms, and 
laying on of hands, art of che foundation. Now1 ſay, if 
theſe are of the foundation, then. the Ordinances muſt ſtil 
OoSoge, ori can itbe you That theſe Chan of 
Baptiſms, -and ofthe laying on of hands, ate to be laid aſide, 
becaaſe' e Apoſtle 7 gy ths ſs - rH ler 344 g9 0n 
ro peſos ;' for thereby he meaneth only in Noard of his 
preſſing, urging, and inculcating thereof upon them, as 
appears by the words of the former Chapter in the [aſt ver- 
ſes ; otherwiſe he ſhould wiſh them to lay aſide the Do- 
Arine of the ReſurreRion, - eternall ' Judgment, and Faich 
wood, which he prefſech unto in the after part gf this 

very Epiſtle. | 
Thirdly, Tf this be a great difference between the Mini- 
ſtration of 2o(e7 in the times of the Old Teſtament, and he 
Miniſtration of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel; that the Mini- 
ſtration of Moſes and the Old Teſtament was not to conti- 
nue; and the Miniftration of the Goſpel is to continue, then 
ſurely the Otdinances of Chriſt are ſtill to abide. . Now 
look into the'2 of the Corinthians, the 3 Chapter and there 
plainly you ſhall ſee this difference, _/f the miniſtration of 
death, written and engraven in ſtones, Was glarions,(at verſ,7.) 
how ftall not the Mimftration.of the Spirit be rather gloriaus ? 
Verſ. 11. For if that Which i done away was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glorious. He makes this diffe- 
rence between the Miniſtration of the. Goſpel, and that 
of Moſes, that one is ts be done away, and the other re+ 
mains 


J 
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mains: * Now if the Ordinances were :not to'continue and 
remain, what difference would there be, 'as concerning this 
matter, between the Miniftration of Moſes, andtheMini- 
ſtration of the Goſpel > Bur the Apoſtle here plainly ſpeaks, 
that this is the difference, The Miniſtration of the' one to 
be done- away, the.Miniſtration of the other dothvſti}l con- 
tinue ; therefore: the Ordinances, and the Appointments of 
Chriſt do-ſtill remain, -* | | 

Fourthly, If there ſhall be Ordinances in the:moſt glo- 
rious times that are to comeg\when there ſhall be a full 
powring*dut of the Spirit*of God upon the Children of 
men, then certainly they are-to remain now : And if you 
look either upon the laſt of 1/aias, Jeremy 3. Zachary. 14.0r 
upon. other Scriptures where mention is made of the moſt 
glorious times thatare yet to come ; ye ſhal find, that there 
is mention made alſo of. Ordinances inthoſe times, Only 


'FHet us look intothe'1 1-Chap.. of the Revelation, and ye ſhall 


find there at the 15 verſe, The ſeventh Angel ſounded, and 
there were great voices in Heaven, ſajing, The Kingdoms of this 
world are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, 
and he ſhall reigh for ever andever,: Here are plainly the glo- 
rious times fpoken of that are yet tocome. Wel,. ſhal-there 
be any Ordinances then? Yes; for avthe 19 verſe,' And the 
Temple of the Lord was opened in Heaven, and there Was ſeen in 
bu T emple the ark of his Teſtament» What is this but Orgdinan- 
ces ? The Ark, the vigble ſign of the preſence of God in way 
of Ordinances :+and-the Temple opened, 'though.jt, was 
ſhae+before, | But itis ſaid in the latter end of the Book of 
the Revelation, there ſhall be no Temple. True,. no Jewiſh 
"Temple, for'there he ſpeaks inthat Chapter of the Conver- 
fion of the Jews, and\the bringing in of the Jews, but a 
Chriſtian Temple ſhall then'be opened again, though ſhut 
before in Antichriſtian. times, ith thoſe gloriqus tjimes- the 
Temple ſhal be fully opened again. Now Iayyif that. in 
thoſe more glorious times,” when the Spirit ſhall;be-fully 
powred out upon the Children of men,. there ſhalhbe Ordi- 


nances,' then-certainly they gre nuw ;to, continue, bur ſoit |- 
| C 2 : is, \ 
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is, ſurely therefore the Appointments, Inſticutions, and 
Ordinances of Chriſt are [ſtill ro-continue; we are to 
acknowledge, receive, and ſubmit -unco theſe: Appoint- 
ments;\andto hearken unto Chriſt 6nr great Prophet here- 
in, * $299 *x | 
But, what need of Ordinances ? fdsT enjoy God moſt in 
private, when I go-unto God albne when I am all alone in 
Prayer, Ienjoy God more than 1 do under the publick Or- 
dinances ;" and therefore whar need of them ? 

- Do you enjoy more oof Gad in private * What, more than 
ever you did in publick > Wherewers thou then Converted? 
Wert thou not Converced under the publick Miniftry ? Ore 
dinarily men are Converted by the publick Miniſtry ; and 
now you- have ſome good afﬀeRions in private, Doth that 
good affeQion that you have in privare, ariſe to a higher | 
enjoyment of God;-than your firſt Coaverſion to God 2 Do 
ou think-that- a lietle affeRion,. or drawing our of the 
vueS in private, doth ariſe to a higher enioyment of God 
that your firſt turning to him 2 this cannot be. Is it nos 
an eaſe thing for a man to think that God is moſt enjoyed, 
when his heart is moſt afﬀeced > It is poſlible rhat a mans 
heart may be more afﬀected, when God is leſſe- enjoyed ; 
ſuch is the deceir of our hearts. God is moſt enjoyed, where 
God is moſt ſerved. - But now, ſuppoſe God were more en- 
joyed in private, than under publick Ordinances (I do but 
ſuppoſe it)yet were this no reaſon ghy x man ſhould lay 
by the publick Ordinences ; for you are ſomrimes:in your 
Cloſer at Prayer, and there you enjoy God ; ſometimes you 
are below at Dinnerand Supper, and you have ſome-en- 
joyments of God there. Bnt 1 - me, Whether do you 
enjoy God more at your ordinary Dinner and Supper, orin 
your Cloſet in Prayer? Surely, 1 enjoy God more in my 
Cloſet in Prayer: And is this a-Reaſon now why youſhould 
never Dine and Sup again? ' Yer notwirkftanding, how do 
people reaſon thus ! Ienjoy God more in private, therfore 

I muſt lay by the publick, | 
But yet, Thave not only mine own experience; but] yo 
the 
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men and women that have left the Ordin , the publick 


the experience of divers other precious fouls ; Iknow ſome | 


Ordinances, and hy profeſſe, That they never enjoyed 


more of God,- than fince they have left the Ordinances, - '1 
have not therefore mine own experience only, butThave 
the experience of divers other gracious people. 

Poor Soul ! Wilt thou hang thy Salvation wpon another 
mans experience >-'Harh not our Lord and Savior Chriſt 
ſaid, Tharmany fhal /ay, Lord, Lord, we have Propheficd in 
thy Name ,and caſt out Devils in thy Name, © done many wor- 
derful things in thy Name ; and Chrift will ſay #nto them, De- 
part, 1 know you not : Hath nofour Savior ſaid, Not every one 
that ſaith, Lord, Lord, but he that doth the Will of my Father. 
What is the Will of the Father ? The Will of the Father is, 
That ye hear his Son, A veyce was heard from, Heaven, ſaying, 
T his 1s my beloved Son, bear ye him. Bow can ye hear him, 
and turn your backs ypon Chriſts Appointments? Is this 
the Will of the Father ? | 

But now ſuppoſe it be fo, that others give in their experi» 
ences, ſome that you look apon as godly and precious ; and 
they fay, I never enjoyed of God than ſince 1 bave 
leftuube Ordinances, Are- there not alfo divers godly 
that have ſaid and fay, ' I neverenjoyed more of God than 
in the Ordinances? Yea, and are there not a bundred of 
thoſe to one of the other ? yea, and are there ng&ſome (if 
you $0 to experience) are there not ſome that have laid by 
the Ordinances, and by this titne- are come home [as you 
fay ) by Weeping Croſs ? ſome that were in the laſt Defeat 
at Burford, who formerly had laid by the Ordinances, and 
faid they lived upon God, and in God immediatly, ſtout- 
hearted Champions; yertbeing Condemned to die, they cri- 
ed out and faid, Oh | that 1 might live but rwodaies fon- 
| ger : Oh lthar I mighe live but one day fonger : Oh that; 
| I might live but one hour longer t T am unÞrepared- for 
death, I know 'not how co die. And yet theſe men- ſaid 
| before, tharthe Ordinances were nothing, and they lived | 


in God, and upon God immediatly ; ſee what it came to 
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1 theſe Ordinances any longer ? 


how their experience ſhrunk. . And: wile thou hang the Sak 
vation of chy gt upon the; experienceof ſuch people as 
theſe? _.. ; pb ES TE 

But Ido not go the way of experience, neither mine own 
nor others experience, byutI have Scripture (at leaſt think 
ſo) and there are theoheBpipences eſpecially that do per-- 
ſwade me: and the. on 1s, 'that.in the Hebrew p 4. Tow Nats 
longer teach your neighbor, but every man ſball be tawght 0 , 
fa ($patia = that in foe Ye need not that wo 
ſhould teach you, for ye are taught of God, and have received the 
unftion of the Holy one, aud need. not that man ſbonld teach you. 
Another Scripture is, that of Peter, We have a more ſure Word 
of Propheſie, unto which ye do Well that ye takg beed, as wnto 4 
light that ſvineth in a dark, place, wnti! the day daWn, and the 
day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts. But now the day-ſtar hath a- 
riſenin my heart,.and therefore why ſhould I attend upon 


- For Anſwer, Let us I pray conſider whether theſe;$crip- 
tures do.ſpeak any ſuch thing or no. _ | 

As for that of the Hebrews, Chapter the 8. the words run 
thus, This the Covenant thet I will wake With the bouſe of 
Iſrael after thoſe dazes, ſaith the Lord, at the 10 verſe, ;Javill 
put my Laws into their mind, and writethew in their beart ; at 
the-1 1 verſe, And they ſball not teach every man his neighbor, and 
ever) us brother.; ſaying, Know the Lord,fer all ſhall know 
»Y M afk the \ rn, ie Gag as my are ordinarily 
cited, by people. viz. Th not teach every man his 
neighbor, forall: ſhall know the Lord ; but thus, They hall 
not teach every man his neighbor, and every man hu brother, ſay- 
ing, KnoW the Lord. That is, They ſhallnot teach them as if 
they were-to teach. Heathens, that knew notthe Lord, but 
in Goſpel times they ſhall teach'a knowing people. If ir 


| were only ſaid thus, They ſhall not teach every man his | 
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thus, They ſhalnot teach 


neighbox, but they ſhall be all apghrotGod, then it were | 
un 


{ another caſe ; But the words r 
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unknowing people, but in the times of the Goſpel,they ſhall | 
be taught by God, and his Miniſters ſhall reach a raouing, q 
people. | @# 

As for the place in 7ohy, ye have itin the ficſt Fpiſtle, 
the 2 Chap. and the 27. verſ. But the anointing which you have 
received of him abideth in yow, and you need not that any man 
teach you, but as the ſame anointing theacheth you of all things. 
Now if you look into verſ. 18. you will find that theſe words 
are ſpoken in oppoſition to Antichriſt, to the falſe union 
x8£5& ſignifteth, Anointed. Antichriſt is the falſe Anoin- 
ted ' Little Children ſaith he at the 18. verſ. It # the loft 
time, and as ye have heardthat Antichriſt (thefalſe anointed ) 
ſoall come, even ſo there are falſe anionteds, but (atthe 20. verl. 
; fies he) we have an unition from the Holy One. S0 that plain- 
| ly, he ſpeaks here of this union as oppoſite to the falſe un- 
| 
: 

b 
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Gion of Antichriſt. Bt ( faith he at the 27. verſ. ) the a 
nointing which we have received of him, abideth in you, and you 
nerd not that any man teach you, but as the ſame anointing teach- 
eth you. Ye need not be taught by falſe anointings, and Anri- 
chriſtan anointings. That this is the meaning, and that he 
ſpeaks in oppoſition zo Antichriſtian anointing , appears 
plainly by the words that go before, at the 26. verſe, Theſe 
things havt I Written unto you concerning them that ſeduce you- 
So x 4 meaning is, ye need not be rang t by man, or by thoſe 
that are falſely anointed, as Antichriſt is ; nor any otherwiſe 
| need ye be taught by man, but as the ſame anoi (Chriſt) 
|  |teacheth, and Chriſt teacheth by the publick Miniſtry of the 
Word, | 
As for that place in Peter, in the ſecond Epiſtle, the firſt 
| Chapter and the 19 verſe, We have alſo a more ſwre Word of 
Propheſie, Wherennto ye do well that ye take heed, 4s wntd a light 
i that ſhineth in 4 dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-ftar 
ariſe in\your bearts. Until; this w»tz!, doth not alwaies note 
anend of time, the end of that time to be then, which this 
until doth relate unto; for example, David faith, 7 will 
wait. pon the Lord till he foeWs mercy unto me. Would David 
wait upon the Lord no longer ? when he had the _ 
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' mies of Chriſt ace brought under, he ſhal (it no longer at his 


the. Comfortercame; in that ſence therefore Chriſt was 


would he ace wait upon the. Lord then 3, is thasthe mea- | 


ning, I will wait upon the Lord tl he ſhews mercy ; that 
is, Oaly till I have it: was he to make an end of his waiting 
apon the. Lofd when he had received the Mercy; No, that 
is not the meaning ; buc ſaith he , Lwill wait on. the Lord 
till he ſhews Mercy; becauſe the. cimes in the interim are 
full of temptation and tronble.; Iwill wait upon the Lord 
till he ſhews Mercy unto me. So the Lord ſaith co Chriſt, 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thize cnimes thy foot ſtool. 
Till ! What no lopger? Is not Chriſt co fit for ever at+ the 
right hand of the Father 3 Yes, yet ſaith the Father, Sir 
thou on my right hand till, not that then, when the ene- 


Fathers right hand, for he ſhall ſet there for ever. $0 here, 
Ye ſhall do well that ye take heed, till the day-ſtar ariſe in 
yer hearts. Not that they ſhould leave taking heed unto 
the Word then, but becauſe of the temptations, tryals, and 
dark condition that they ſhould be in before; be ſaith, Ye 
do wel to take head w»ti/ the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts. 
So thar thus now. you ſee, there is nothing in theſe Scrip- | 
tures chat do hold forth. any;luch thing as. this, any ſuch} 
ſenſe and meani a this Object, , | 
But che Apoſtle Pau ſaith, That.the Ordinances are on- | 
ly to Continue til Chriſt come : for ſaith he, 1 Cor« 21. 26. 
As often 4s Je eat this bread, and drink, this.cup, ye ſrew | 
forth the  Fards death till he come: Now be is come al-} 
ready by his Spirit to my Soul, therefore this Ordinance of | 
the- Snpper is to continue no longer to me, and fo no 0- 
ther.. | | 
And do you think that in this ſence Chriſt was not come 
in thoſe, times when Pam, wrote to the Corinthians, . was 
Chieift come. ro noge: af the Carizthians by his Spirit? | 
read the 1 Epiſtle and the 12, Chap. Unleſs 7 faich |. 
Chriſt ) tbe Comforter will nat come. When Chiiſkafcended 
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| ! Objet« Bur he was notcome in ſuch a degree of the Spi- 
'rit, as now he is. - / ; 

- Anſwv. No - Either then you have a greater degree of the 
Spitit in regard of gifts, or in regard of grace 3 if you have 
a-greater degree of the Spiric in regard? : 
notſpeak with Tongues, and work Miratles, Healing, &c. 
as they did? and a greater degree of the Spiritin regard 'of 
grace you have not ; for are you fill'd with al goodneſs 2 fo 
were they too, Rom.1 5.14-yet they under Ordinancest Or 
is the Gofpel come unto you in power, ſothat you are'an 
example co rhoſe that beleeve ? ſo weretheytoo, 1 7Th-ſ:t.- 
7,8.yet they under Ordinances : Or do you livein God,and 
is your life hid with Chriſt in God? ſo ir was with them too, 
Col.z.z. yertthey under Orginances. And wit you venture the 
Salvation of your Soul upon this point, t you have a- 
grearer degree of the Spirit, than they had'in-thoſe times, 
which you muſt do if you caſt up the Ordinances upon that 
ground: But I ſuppoſe it wit be: granred, That Chriſts Co- 
ming,and Appearing,ival one; and if'ye lookinto 2 Tim4. 
1.his Appearing, & Judging of che quickanddead, go toges 


Diſciples. faw him go away; fo'tie ſroutd comme again; 
and they ſaw him goaway perfomlly ;'therfote his _ 
is perſonally: bur he is nor yer come again perſonally;and 
therfore according to rhe Scripture; The Lords Supper, and 
ſd Qrdinances,which-hold forth-bis deach,and firſt ro ing, 
argtil] to contmut; 'why ſhoutd it therforE enter into-any- 
of our kearts, Thit'we are co layuſide thebptecious Ordi- 
nances of the Lord Jeſus Chriſtourgrear Prophet?! © - = 

But we do not deny the Ordinances; We grant"that the 
Ordinances are ſtill ro continue ; but they ate fower 'Di- 


'No:t Norfor thoſe thavzre ſtrobg!” Why? Were there 
none ſtrong among the/Romans > Among the Theſfloni-' 
ans? Among the Cotinthians ? Saith the Apoſtle; Tow chat 


fes,why do you i 


rher:And is that time come? The Angebſaith 2.1. That av} 


ſpenſations ,: for the wealt only, not-for-thoſe-thar are| 
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not /o much of the Spirit, and were not fi/d wit 
ric "Stay then a lintle, Firſt, We have it granted; That 
Ordinances are-to,continue upon thoſe that are weak. : Se- 
condly;, That they-are-to continue upon thoſe | that aye 
ſtrong z durir is ſaid,” That if a matt be /o rang, then not..; 
Now then let-any man ſhew that the Ordinances are to-; 
continue upon thoſe that are weak, and upon: thoſe that 


are ſtrong; but ifa man come unto ſuch a degree of ſtrength, 
then-they are not to continue upon him. Where is that 
degree mentioned in Scripture ? Let any man ſhew that de. 
gree- The Scripture doth ſpeak the *contrary, for it is 
ſaid, That Srephen was fild with the holy Ghoſt, and yet he 
was made a Deacon of the Chyrch, and was under Ordinan- 
ces : Fild with the Holy Ghoſthere is a high degree, and 
et under Ordinances; and if that the Spiri of the Lord, 
cherfore- powred ont in the fulneſs of it, that men razy 
be enabled for-ro walk with God under his Ordinances, 
thea the fulneſs of the Spirit is no reaſon why Ordinances 
ſhould be laid aſide. 'Now I pray look. into the 36. cha 
ter of Zz:krt, grid -you ſhall find that the Lord ing 


Spirit within you, (3tthe 27 verſe and cauſe you to Walk in my. 


ir pe within you, and cauſe you to walk, &c. the' 
{in the Hebrew, —_— we are and 
-drefs out meat, or as ſacrifices were for the offerings: 
ſo faith the Lozd, I wil put my Spirit within you, and'wil 


and — walk _ - ng + And _ he, Te ſball' 
keep my judgments, and do them.” 1 will not only give you m 

Opirie: to keep my Commandements, and do the things þ 
Command you, but ye ſhall keep my Judgments, and: my 
Staxutes, .and therefore I will give you my: Spirit that ye 
may be fitted, and thus adapted to walk in my Statutes,and 


— Exekiel 


 keep-my Judgments ; Yea, more plainly yer; in the 11 of 
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der Ordinences. "That (bey were noeſs ſtrong and had | 
the Spit] 


concerning the new'Covenant,promiſeth thus, Z W;# pur my:\ 
Sratmes, end ye ſbal keep my judgments and ao them. I wil put'| 


prepare you, or adzpt, & fit you forto walk in my Statutes> | 
the Spirit is theefore put into os, that-we may be prepared | 
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Ezekiel, where the Lord opening the new Covenanc,afaith 
at the 19. verſe, 7 Will give thews one heart aud I will put 4 new | 
Spirit within you, 1 wil takg aWay the ftony heart ont of their 
feſs, and I will give them gn heart of fleſh, That they may Walk. 
4 7 Statutes, and kerp, mine Ordinances; Ver: 20,” | Now 1 
fay, If the Spiric of the Lord be therefore given, that a man 
may be more fitted to walk. with God under Ordinances, 
then the fulneſs of the Spirit cannot be a reaſon = you 


ſhould lay aſide Ordinances ; but thus it is, The Spirit of 
| the Lord is therefore given, that we may walk with God in 
his Statutes, and in his Judgments, and keep them, and 
hold them ; yea, and if we look into the-30.Chapter of the 
Att of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find, That Baptiſm with wa- 
ter, is therfore adminiſtred, becauſe men had received rhe 
Holy Gboſt and the Gifts thereof :-yerſ. 44 hilt Peter 
ſpakg,the holy Ghoſt fel on them al Which beard the Word,ver.45. 
On them was powred the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Then ſaid Peter, 
verſ.47. Can any forbid water that theſe ſhowld not be baptized, 
Which have received the holy Ghoſt as Well as we ? Ani he com- 
wanded them to be baptized. Now, if this de: reaſon-wh 
they were to have the Ordinance-paſs upon them, bec 
they had-received the aſp Ghoſt ia the gifts and powrings 
out of it, then our being hiled with the Spiric, is no-reafon 
why we ſhould lay by the Ordinances ; but as we ſee phain- 
ly, this is made a reaſon, why they were tocome under-the 
Ordinance. Surely,therefore the Ordinances-are till to 
continue, though we have the Spirit, and be-filled there- 
with, Why therfore ſhould we be ſo bold as to call them 
low, and poor, and weak, or fleſhly Diſpenſations, ſeeing 
that the holy Ghoſt by Pa»/(2 Cor.3+) cals the who! Mini- 
ſtration of the Goſpel, and Diſpenſation thereof , Spirit | 
and Gloriews 5 upon this very account, Becauſe the Miniſtess 
tion and Diſpenſationof the Goſpel (as then uſed in Paxts 
time) were to abide and -to continue, the Miniſtration of 
Meſes only to be done away ?: yo got ft 0750 
But ſuppoſe theſe Ordinances, and Appointments of 
Chriſt this great Prophet do Gil continue; and that we 6 
2 an 
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Objeft.7. 


(Ge houhd uſe the Tame pero are Hot to-we them be. 
| @#vfe of any A 


;mment. vx Commandement without us, 
che'Law- withi 68, © © AOCTRCS | 

+ This deftroyes -all obedience on this ſide Heaven; for 
whatis Obetiente, burdoing rhe Will of God;becauſe ic is 
Commanded? The Apoſtle-P aw! ſaith to the 7h:(ſ«/onians, 
Bpiſtle 1. Chapter 4. Verſe 9. 'touching brotherly love, Te 
yonr ſelves are taught of God to love one another. Yerhe pref- 
ſeth them thereunto from the Comandement withonr them, 
verſ.2. For ye know what Commanilement We gave you, by the 
Lord Jeſus, for this is the Will-of God; even your Santifi- 
cation, that ye ſhould abſtain from Fornication, verſ.3. and 
that no man 80 beyond and defraud hu brother, ver(.6. Had not 
our Locd and Savior Chriſt a Law-written within him ? yet 
he obeyed, notonly becauſe of thar Law within, bur alſo 


dit becauſe 


" 


1 come ta do thy Will, O God. © Why ? For in the Volumn of 
the Book it is written of me ; - and yet he faith withal, Thy 
Law is within'my heart ; Ideligtic codo thy Will. 

And dothnotthe _ 7ames preſs Obedience upon 
thoſe Beleevers whom be wrote unto, from the Authoriry of 
God,-and Commandement witheue them? Chaprer 2. 17. 
Forche that {aid, Do not commit Adaltery ; ſaid alſo, Do not 
Kill.” + | 

biad not the [nn Jews,the Law of Grace writ- 
ren within them-++Yet how frequently doth the Lord preſs 
themrhrongb'the whol Book- of 'Dewteronomy, to Obedi- 
ence; 'becauſe it was Commanded, and from the Comman- 
dement withour them ? | 

But alt this doth not reach my Scruple : Igrant that the 
Ocdinancesare ſtill ro continue,and ſhould continue ; yea, 
and thar Fam'to ſubmic to them becauſe they are Appoin- 
| ted. and Commanded :| but then,they muſt continue as they 
are Appointed and Commanded, according to the Infticuti: 
on of the Law-giver, and this great Prophet ; but we reade, 
That Antichriſt hal lay waſte, and trample upon the Chur- 


becauſe of the Commandementwithonc him. Heb.10:7, Zo, | 


ches, Miniſtry; and Ordinances of Chriſt : Now theſe are 
C W9B- __ Anti- 
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- Antichtiftiao ziges,. andrhetefoce now-the Chusdbes; Mi- 
niſtcy, :and Ordinances acedlilevelied, laid waſte, | 
terly ſpoiled 3- and cherfore tliough they ſhould; vet, 'nhey! ] 
oo Cons ore | 
eo, | I r0 ">, Ot theo 
Uhe-ApoRilecota xpwin, x4 Ubether- reſtored: butter 
the preſent; throngh Antichriſtian defilement, there'are no | 
ck Ordinances to-ſubmitunto.. 3 to . 
Nor fo: We readeindeed ia the $1 ofthe Revelation, That | dnſw. || 
the-ourward-Courrof the Tempieſtal be given tothe Gew- | 
tiles the AntiolrsſdHinrparty; but theipwird Court,aid che | 
Altar, and thoſe that Worſhip there, ſhall be 'meaſured, 't 
verſe r, and if the Woman, (which is che Charch } ſhall be |. | 
nouriſhed in the Wilderneſs,- and the Two witneſſes ſhall | 
Prophelie- in Sackeloath. the 'whol -cime.-of Antichriſt ; | 
| | thenthe Woman, and the wicgeſſes ſhall continue with /Oc- 
dinances, even in Antichriſtian times. - Now the whol tme 
of the Whore of Babylon and the -Beaft, is fourty ewo | 
Months,” Rev.t 3.)and al that gime ſhal che Woman be nou- F 
riſhed, Chap- 12. and the Wirneſſescontinue, Prophelſying, l 
Chap. 11. And do we not reade that at theſame ime 
i whilſt the vaſſals of Antichriſt do;receive lis mark inccheir 
| forehead and hand,” Reve/. 13. tharthere are an handred, 
fourty, and four thouſand, who ſtand upon Mount Zien 
with their Harps in their hand having the, mark of God.and . 
the Lambin their foreheads, \Keve). 1 441 the x6-chap-.of 
the Kevel. the vial of the wrath of God is powred que upon 
' the beaſt and thethrone of the beaſt, bat thoſe s who 
| do powr out thoſe vials mentioned in'the 16, chap: come 
out of the Temple, chap. 15. indeed irs ſaid'chap. 1.5. 8. 
that the Temple ſhall be filled-wich ſmoke, and. xbat. none 
ſhall be able co enter-into ig, bue-it' is with che; ſmoke. of 
| Gods glory, the ſign of bis preſence.in_ the Femple; and 
though through the wickedneſs of che-rimes no man ſhall 
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be to enter, that is, no conſiderable company ſhall be | 
; added to the Churches of Chriſt then, yer this-proves that | 
| | there ſhallbea Temple; for can the Temple be Glled with 
] «* . by 
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ſt ke of Gods : and-yert'no Templ pope een 
the ſmoke of glory; au rae ep or doth this 


Objeft.8. | - 


Anſw. 
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_—_— you have ;T hat no man 
getin? this proves rather that you have'an bquſe ; ſo 
-here..- Andif Antichriſt the: man of fin ſhal-ſit in the houſe 
of God; vexrather upon the houſe of God (35 Hoftiveran- 
flates ir) iimregard of his' Tyranny, then-there be a 
Temple; and pablick Worſhip, even under the moſt Tyran- 
nical Oppreſſions of Antichriſt :/.Why therfore ſhould. a- | . 
ny poog Soul bedeceived,” and ſay, Thete are no Ordinan- 
ces 'now-?: Surely the Qedinances and; Appointments. of 
Chriſt chis grear-Prophet; ard, and do fill continue; wherio 
we are t0 hearken to him; 1 7 one ds by | 
But in allthis Diſcourſe you proceed ina way of Reaſon, 
and theſe things are not to. be beaten our, or attained to by 
Reaſon;;'ho notby Scripture-Reaſon, [but as God ſhall re- 
veal themvrousby his 'Spicic : -3f God: do. ſhine,upon; my! 
Soul, and reveal the neceſſity of Ordinances to me, then ] 
ſhall uſe them , elſe hor ; ſometimes therfore, -1 do attend 
upon Ordinances, ſometimes Ido not ; Ican uſe them,and 
I.can'forbezr,or not uſe them ; even as the Spirit doth reveal 
cthigge;ſa:do!L:> nw. cbget fo win hs bis, © 
{* Bur: if any thing. ſeem-to de revealed which is contrary 
to the Scripture, there: is no revelation of the Spirit, for 
faith our Savior, The Spirit ſoall raks of mine, anil ſhall ſhe\v ir 
t6 yow,; Fohy 1 6.14. and verle 13. He ſhall lead you into all 
truth; for be ſhall not fpeak of himſelf, e. and Gich the Lord, 
T wil pur my Spirit into you, that ye may keep my Stazmies and. 
Ordinances, Exzek.11s Whatever therfore.is; revealed -con- 
trary torhe Word, 1s not of the Spirit. -Now it is contra- 
ry cothe Word (xs hath been proved) that we ſhould caſt 
off, or negle& Ordinances; and therefore there can be no 
revelation ofthe Spirit for ehis;; adeluſion-.chere may be, 
bur no rtue Revelacion.:. Beſides, oyr Lord and Savior 
Chriſt hath ſo ordered things in.the Goſpel; Thae-ifa man 
err, or be an Heretick, he may be convinced;..4 Bifbop, or 
Elder, miſt be wwreprovable. 1 Tit. 7. 9. Halding $8 


faithful word according to Dottring, that be alſomay bt able to 
: exhbort | 
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cxbert wirk whelſors Dofrine, & convince them that ſay againſt 


5+. Bur bow' ca any man de:<onvinced but in a way of- 
'Sctipture-reaſon;the Spirie of the Lord joys therewith > 
if this yere the way of*Chrift, 4har; a- uld fay, 1 


Haves __ L hold; the Spirit hath.revealed 
ie to me, and there is 0o-more Seripture-reaſoning to be ad- 


mitted about it,how ſhould a man be convinced any more ? 
But I fay, Chriſt hath ſo.ordered,- that men ſhould be con- 
vinced igcaſethey err,and be out of the way, and therfore 
fying from Scripture-reaſonings to a way of meer Revelati- 
on, cannot be tight.” And whereas you ſay, That you ean 
uſe the Ordinances, and you can forbear” or not uſe them, 
this doth not heal the-wqund; bur pars >. ps - for if 
you can forbear the Ordinances, or not uſe them , then 
,you think there' is no Commanderment. wpon you-to uſe 
! wc and ſ0,(as to your ſelf ) you have caſt them off : -and 
if yer you do uſe them'when you-think'there is no Comman- 
dement for the uſe of chem, then are you Superſhcious ; for 
what is Superſticion, but ro Worſhip God without a Com- 
mandement-?' Smperſtitio quaſe Jar ne perſticion.is 
that. Worſtup which is withoge Gods Commandemens © 
'.., Bue ſuppoſe: all this be- tru; what is the danger” of re- 
nouncing,; or forſaking the Qcdinances then > We grant 
now after all this, That the-Ordinances of Chriſt are ſtill to 
continge, we have ſeen it proved, and OtyeRions are at» 
fwered, But is there any danger in renouncing and forſa- 
king ofthem > $3243 

Yes, and much danger too ; Jer me lxy before you the 
mind of God herein : only firſt Idiſtinguiſh, There is a dif- 
ference between thoſe that forſake the Ordinances, as be- 
ing undera Temptation, and thoſe that are not under a 


and may lie under this Temptation, for there. is,no- fin 
that Iknow of, but a godly man may be tempred to it, 
poſſibly therfore 1 fay, a godly anda good man may be 
rempred to this,-and may foratime lie under this tempta- 


Tempration ; pefſibly a good man. may be tempted toc ir; | 


tion bat now, f@ mannotunder a Tempation ſhalt A 
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fake Ordinances; when: he hath tafted"of the ſweerneſs bf 

cheny/ #nd turnhis back npon- this great Prophet the Lord: 
Jeſus, nor ſubmirting uoco' bis Appointments, ſee what the 
Striprare fairh of iim\iliks chaperet; "ſajely che Lord; 7:15 
require4t a his hand: © Atdnefio 23. WP Exodus;'the 2024nd 
' | 21. verſes, "Behold," 'F ſend" an Ariel before you,” to biepthee in 
the way, and tobring thee ints the place Which I have prepared; 
(this is Chriſt ) beware of him, and obey bis voyce, proveks bim 
not, for hz will not pardon your tranſgreſſions, for my Name us in 
bis. And you know what the Apoſtie faith, 'If ay mas fo 
Wwilfully after be bath received the knowledg of the trurh, there 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, HebreWvs, 10. 26. which 
ſpeech, - which;dteadfutHpeech, relates unto thoſe thar caſt 
off the Ordinances of Chriſt, after they have tafted of the 
ſweerneſs of them ;: for the word is brought in with a for, 
Fas if we fin wilfully-- ' What! doth he'then ſpeak. in'telation 
to *'reade the words before, Nor forſaking thi a(ſembling of 
Jour feltyrs rogether;as the manner of ſome is, FOR if we fnwil- 
fully after that we have' received the knowledy of the truth, &c. 
It cme3-in as relating-co this matter, fo that if men not un-« 
der a teniptation, "ſhall wi throw up'the; Ordinances 
of Chriſt, afterthey have/rafted the fycetneſs of them, ind 
of the wates of God" by themi, che Lord pronounceth this 
doom upen them. And if ye look: into the 6, chapter of 
the Hebrews, yeſhall find, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking: con» 
certiingthoſe thathad left their-principles, 'faich; That ir is 
impoſſible to renew them again unto repentance: Ye reade 
4rth6 6vate;" 7f mhey fallfall rway "to renew them a8 ainwnto 
reprmande * but inthe Greek, and Original, theword" If, is 
not, butt runs as the other words before do, rhus, For 
it is impoſſible,:ar the: 4verſe, - For men having oxce? bien ex 
loghtie, nv ing 1aſftdnf bb Beavenly rife. antbeving been 
|#4ds pa#tab39 of the haly-Ghiſt"and having tuft all of rhe good 
Word o "ard the powers of tbe imorld to cOihe Aaridtin vin | 

len tovay (nor With and Tf. y' And having Fallet/avay ;'itis 
mapoMfidle'td 'tenew-them-again unto repeatance.-*Who 
ate theſCrhorhheTpeaks of) prayimark the firfbrerſe] 7hey- 
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word, for, ſhews that it relates unto rhoſe that he ſpeaks of 
before, that had loſt theſe principles; for ſaith he (ir coms in 
as 4 reaſon) for it is im le to renew them again to re- 
penrance : if once they come to this paſs, that they ſhal loſe 
their Principles, and deny the DoAtrines that are fundamen- 
tal, che DoRtrines of the ReſurreQion, and of eternal Judg- 
ment,and the fundamental Docrine of ()rdinances ; if they 
ſhal fall from theſe, and ler go their Principles, and not un- 
der a temptation, it is t ble, or very unlikely, utterly 
unlikely in a way of reafon, that ever thoſe Souls ſhould be 
renewed again; yetif ye look into the 24. of Mar. ye ſhall 
find, that ſuch as theſe, chere ſhall be in the latter times, the 
times immediately before the coming of Chriſt; for ſaith 
our Savior, T here ſhall ariſe falſe Chrifts, a8d falſe Prophets, 
and ſhall ſhe great ſigns and wonders, in ſo muth_ (as if it were 
poſſible)they ſhall deceive the very Be. How ſhal weknow 
chem ? how are they CharaQarized'? why, they ſhall fay 
of Chriſt, verſ. 26. Bebold he ts in the Deſert behold he 354m the 
ſeeret Chamber; gone from the pnblick Ordinances, they 
are Jow and fleſh ;-- but ſaith our Savior; Belceve thems "not. 
Yet Lord, how matiy do beleeverhem 1 -. 

But Oh ! whata fad condition are theſe poor Creatiftes 
in! they may pretend hvirg upon! God immediately, but 
Oh | what a ſad condition are theſe poor ſouls in ! 1 hope 
wir Ty yos;amd every of you, though I thus fperk; 
yer I muſt here exh@& you to'keep cloſe unto your Princi- 
ples, and tothe Appoinetnents of the Lord Jeſus this great 
Prophet. And I do exhort you, By the Sweat of all your 
Miniſters, dead and living : By the love you bear to rhe 
pretious Name of God : By the love you bear to your own 
precious Souts; -hold 2nd keep cloſe co Ordinances in theſe 
decliving times ; feewhere they arein purity and power, 
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"har keep.cIoſ to chem... : Lam perſgaded, Thar there is ne- 

page of you, TR. gy 9% to Chriſt; ſaies 

= » Then are Je, 1m). friends, if ye da whatſcever 1 command 

F291 Jouws A 6540 A hac Tama friend-ro-Chriſt if 
'1 | caſt off all_his 


Fd 


cart. te 
on: »pointments, and all bis Ordinances 2.1 
am roads there is none of you, but deſire to be the 
Children of God, /dom « juſtsfied of her Children ; Chriſt 
is the Wiſdom of the Father : and if you be the Children of 
Wiſdam, you will juſtifie Chriſt in all his Appointments, 
butif Chriſt the, Wiſdom of the Father, ſhall, give you 
ſuch Inſtitutions and Ordinances, and'you caſt chem. off, 
and ſay, They are low and fleſhly, and the like: ON1 how 
will you juſtifie Chriſt the Wiſdom of the Father > 'Where- 
fore I ſay (youthatareProfeflors) hold your hold in theſe 
declining times 2, and if you know any of your friends that 
are-departed from the good Ordinances of God; Oh! 
| ſtand and mourn, and lament over them, and ſay, Alas ! 
| alas! my friend, bow is his Crown fallen from his head ? 
If you have a Neighbor that hath a Monſter born inſtead 
of a Child, you will amem over your Neighbor, and ſay, 
My Neighbor, inſtead ofa ſweet Child hach an ugly Mon- 
fier, . with the Head of a Hog, and the Ears of an Als ; Ah, 
my. poor Neighbor hath a Monſter born in his Family ! 
nie Non Ordinance is Englauds Monſter ; and as peo- 
ple carry Monſters up and down co ſhew them ; ſo in other 
Countries they go up and down, and ſay, Come and behold 
| the Enghſh Monſter ;. a thing never ſeen before, That Pro- 
feſſors ſhonld deny Ordinances. And yet, good Lord ! 
how many Families inthis KINGDOM hath this Mon. 
| ſter born. there ! Ah, will you. not pray, weep, and 
lament over the Families.of your friends? Chriſtian hold 
| oy heyy , in theſe ſad and, declining times, held thy 
bold. | 
| But what ſhal we do then ? Theſe are deceiving, and de- 
' clining times, and there is ndthing ſo dangerous, but by 
| ſteps we may be drawn into it,; 'what ſhall we do, : that in 
theſe times we may be kept cloſe to Ordigances > that we 
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may never rurn our backs upon'this greet Prophet the Lord 
Jeſos Chriſt, but receive, acknowledg, ſubmit unto His 
Appointments, and therein hearken unto Him ? FO 
Firft, Ye know that there is a concatination; a li 
wo aphgery nn and' nſations ! as of fins 
graces ; ſo of Otdinances and Diſpenfations ; take away 
one linck, and the whole chain is broken ; open bur one 
gap in the hedg, and way is mad unto all the beaſts. A»- if 
ftin writing upon fohn, tels us a ſtory of a certain man, \ 
that was of an Opinion, That the Devil did make the Fly, $3 
that God did not make a Fly,bur the Dival did make a Fly; 
faith one to him then, If the Devil did make the Flies, then 
the Devil did make the Worms, and God did nor make the 
Worms neither, for the Flies are living creatures as well as 
the Worms: true aid he, I grant it, the Devil did make F 
the Worms too. Bur ſaid the other, Tf the Devil did make 
che Worms, and not God ; then the Devil did makethe 
Birds ; for the Worms are living creatures as well as the 
Birds : true, faid he, I grantit ; the Devil did make the | 
Birds, and God did not make the Birds. Then faid the 0- 
ther, If God did not make the Birds, but the Deyil made 
the Birds, then the Devil made the Beaſts ; for the-Birds: 
are living creatufes as well as the Beaſts : true, I grant ir 
Faid he,the Devil did make the Beaſts roo. Then faid the ©- 
ther again,If the Devil did make the Beaſts, the Devilmade 
Man, forthe Beaſt is a living creature as wel as Man : true 
aid he, 1lgrant it, the Devil made Mani. Thus ſaith Aw- 
ſtim, by denying God inthe Fly, he came to deriy God in 
Man, and'to deny the whole Creation ; by letting a little 
hold go, .to deny the whole Workmanſhip of God in the 
Creation. So Ilay here, if you let go bur z little in this 
Spiritual Creation,'you may loſe all. Whenſoever there- 
fore, you have a queſtion upon your own Sout concerning 
any one of the Ordinances, then know, you are upon your 
tryal, upon your good behavior ; and thereforthen go to | 
the Lord, and ſay, Lord keep me now, for if I-lergo one, 1 1 
'am'in danger to loſe all. M21 ;.} | 
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-were theſe the Ordinances, Appointments,-and Inſtitutions, 
-[ of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 ſhould profic, by rhem, but I get lictle or, 


TSecondly, 1F. you 603 | 9, DT 
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no good at allunderhem, therefore ir js a vain thing for 
mero wait any longer, I will attend no longer upon theſe. 
If a rich man put out a child to Norſe, and be ſend cloaths, 
for the Child,or gives Money unto the Npgrſe for his Chald,, 
and ſhe takes the Money and laies it out upon her own; or. 
takes thoſe cloaths and puts them upan tbe back of her own: 
Child, the Father will ſurely terch away his Child quickly, 
fcom-chat Nu The Lord hath-given vs Qrdipances.and, 
given us £0 affeQtians, and if we lay gut thoſe affeRions 
upon the world, upon our own brats, theo will the Lord || 
ſay, 1will cake away my Child, my Ordinances from that 
Saul, or I. will cake away that Soul from my Ordinance. 
Labage therefore 40 profit; grow, and encreaſe under 
cac 
Thicdly: If you "would keep cloſe unto theſe Appoint- 
ments, and not ſtop.your ears unto the Voyceof this great: 
Prophet, .Fhen haye a very watchful eye upon thoſe Prin- 
ciples that walk abroad in the world, which though they 
have a truth-and ggodnels a the borcom, . yet aorwithſtan- 
"__ bejag-not well digeſted. or £8: 8 us þ are dangerous 
in theſe dark times. '- For inſtance, It is an ordinary 
*Cxarey that now walks abroad, ' That; .godly man doth 
nor fin,a Beleever fins nor :\the thing is true For the Apoſtle 
faich Herbas 19h07w of God fins not-; thatisgcrecorerably, for, 
the. ſeed of God ab1des in hims Butt is not true in regard-of the: | 
aſt of ſing for.che fame Apoſtle ſaies,If ABy 094% ſaith he fans-| 
not, he 1s « lyar. - Again, itjs acommon Principle that now: 
walks abroad, That the Spiriz of -God in, me; is. not £0 be | 
tried by any thing without me» It hach-a good denſe 5. for | 
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heart,' the 'im- 


be the Rule of my ation. Again, Ic is a common Principle 
that walks now abroad, That the Ordinances are for the 
enjoymenc of God. This is true, theyare for the enjoy. 
ment of God ; when do we enjoy God more, when doth 
God let out himſelf more than under Ordinarices > but 
though ir be true, yet it is nor all the truth, for the Ordi- 
hances are not given only for the enjoyment of God, but 
for us to give a vilible-reſtimony, and to bear witnels de-. 
fore the world of our obedience xo, God. Now many ſuch 
Principles as theſe there are abroad inthe world ; "bur if 
you take them up and do not underſtand them, I dare bold- 
ly ay, You will be carried from all Ordinances preſently, 
As now, ſuppoſe I be of an Opinion, That 1 who. am a Be- 
leever, cannot fin: then ir follows,” If T g© to Ordinatices, 
well ; If I do notgo to Orginances, I do not fin ; Here's 
Ordinances gone uponthis Principle. 52 
Soagain. IfT be of this Opinion, Thatthe coming in of 
2 particular word upon ones hearr, is to bethe Rule of m 
Aon ; lam ina doubr,oow, and a ſtraitwhether I ſhou 
acrend.upon Ordinances or ng ; then comes a ward, it may 
\be Satan chrows.itin, or mine own memory reacheth itin, 
'and the ward tels me, 1am to attend upon Ordinances no 
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longer, then farewel Ordinances.. Again, Suppoſe I be 
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me Wait upon God no longer 


emphaſis, But / {ay unto you,T hen ſbalt not look upon a woman 
ro luſt after her, here this great Prophet, laies the emphaſis 
and ſtreſs upon the Spiritual part. So faith he, 7t hath been 
ſaid to Jo gf oled how ſhalt not kill ; burmark where he laies 
the emphaſis, But 1/ay wnto you, ye ſhall not be angry, Would 
you therefore ſo hearken to chis great Ptophet, as ye may 
hear him effeRually, and favingly ; obſerve where he laies 
the emphaſis in the giving of the Commandement, and 
|theredo you lay the emphaſis in' your obedience. - Doth 


iny thing wichout me : then I think the Spi-| 


—_ —_—_ 


_.the ! 


" 406" P -- 


£4 abt i FJ . SYS 474 44 FOES _— RY i, . TIER. 
© | | ; 42 "marcapton 0 ad Ina CCs. I WV F 
J- {rheLordſay, It hath been faid of old, Tho ſhalnnor a || 
mit Adulcery,6«e 7 /ay;is cheLord Chriſts 7 /ay: cube 14 


on the Spiritual part of the Commandement,-thea thre 
the Grace of God,ſhal mi for Obedience be pitche 
\uponthe ſpicitualpert alſo... '-+ 141 Pann! | 
| * Secondly, The Law you. know was given by Afoſes, but | 2. 
Grace and Truth-came by. Gbriſt. The Law. and. the ten 
Commandements was given by 2/o/es,but no Grace to keep 
them. - But Chriſt our great Propher-doth not only give 
forth his Appointments, but he gives:grace to keep them; | 
do I therefore, or do any of you ſtand poring upon the let- 
ter of the Commandement, and not look upon the grace, 
the affiſting grace for to keep the Commandement ? herein 
Dhearken to Moſes, but do I ſo look uponithe Commande- 
ment, aod Appointments of Chriſt, as that withal Lhave 
aneye-to grace, aſſiſting grace, and ſay, I ſhall have grace 
to0 to keep this Commandement ? then do Ihearken unto 
Chriſt Jeſus this great Prophet. Look therfore I ſay, as wel 
to grace, as tO the Letter of the Commandement. b 
Thirdly, The more you have the exerciſe of Faith inthe 
obſervance of Chriſts Inſtitutions, Appointments,. and/Or--| 1 
dinances, the more effeQually. and ſavingly you hear q* 
him. Faith is a ſaving bearing} of this great Prophet; + 
there is a great difference between an Inſtituted, and a Na- 
tural means ; Phyfitians, and phyſick are Natural means of 
Health, but the beholding of the.brazen Serpent was an 
Inſtituted means for recovery, nota natural means ; now 
if we go to the uſe of natural means,we areto.uſe qur faith; Ek 
much more when we go to the uſe of inſtituted means ; and ' 
the Appointments of the Lord Jeſus Chriſb are Inſtituted 
means;therfore when we come to-them, we muſt come with 
our hearts ful of Faich,exercifing much faith when we come- 
tothem. You find the Apollle writing unto the Theſſaloni- 
ans, makes this ſign of Eleionz the firſt of the Teſal..the 
I Chapter, K xowing, brethren (at the 4, verſe. your Elettion 
of God ; how (o ? for owr Goſpel came not unto you in Word only, . 
\ but alſo in power. ; why our Coſpiel.? why doth henall os 4 
oſpel, 
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» | fon his Father would have him love > So'here,-the Lord 


; For oy Gofpel came not #0 
x it eame in power, and not 
redy it appears that ye are 


| htrving veceived the Word in much dfflifti- 
ow, with joy of the Holy Ghoſt ; here's Faith, Faith exerciſed 
here ; ſo I ſay,” it ſhall be an Argument to you, that ye are 
choſen and preci6us,when as you mingle the Appoinements 
of Chriſt with your Faith ; Come unto Chriſts Appoitt- 
ments, bur'Oh! come beleeving, come belegying..” Ir may 
be ſome poor Soulwill fay, Oh ! bar, Icannot beleeve; -I 
catikeep cloſe ro Ordmances; but I cannot beleeve, I can- 
not receive them fo, 

—- Why but if thou doſt leave off thy parly with Satan. in 
the time-of temptation meerly upon Chrifts Command, 
chowfoſt hear him, ” and bear him effeQually : for ſuppbſe 
now that a'mans Son be Treating ( in a way of Marriage ) 
'withanother mans Danghter, and the Father doth nor like 
the March; the Father comes unto the Son, & faith, I would 
Hothive thee forrto merry there;but I have a march for you 


[in fach#Place, ſurf awoman chat is fic for you every way'; 


$6, 1wonld nothaveyon go on where you do: then ſaith 
the Sor” Farhef,” lamwilling with all my hearr ro hearken 


| [ro you, Vutmy affeRtions are not iti mine own hand, I can- 


not love where 1Hliſt; as for the perfon you poinr at, and 
rhe motion'yon make NSD do not yet come unto 
it,but this T'wil do Sir, I'wit preſently knock off where 1am, 
"ad 1 wil firive ro love-where you would hive me-+ doth 
Hor rhis Child hexr his Father:now, in that he knocks off, 
and will g0.no- more to the n that he was in pafley 
with, alchough for the tie cannot-love the per-" 
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would have us beleeve, and caſt our ſouls upon Jeſus Chriſt 
and love him, but ſaith the ſonl, Ic2nnot beleeve in Chriſt, 
I cannot love him, yet efiis I will do,Lord,] am in parly with 
Satan upon ſuch and ſuch terms, I will kaock off with him, 
chis being done, is a hearing of the Lord Jeſtis Chriſt this 
great Propher,and it is an effeual heatir:groo. Thus we are 
ro hear this grear Prophet, and chus you have heard that ye 
are to hear him, and how ye are to kearken co him, Whar 
now remains, but that you up and be doing > Whoſoever you 
are that hear the Word of the Lord this day, eicher you are 
godly, or you are ungodly : If you be ungodly, Hear and 
your ſouls ſhall live. Hear this great Prophet, and your ſouls 
ſhall live. If you be godly, hear this Propher, for faith he, 
My ſheep hear my voyce, and they folloly me. It was the ſpeech 
of that holy eminent perſon, Mr, Brightman, If Chriſt be nor 
your Prophet, he ſhall never be your Prieſt ; If Chriſt may 
not be your Prophet ro teach you;guide you, and dire you, 
he ſhall never be your Prieſt co ſatisfie Gods wrath for you, 
Now therefore, as you deſire that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be 

our Prieſt, to ſatisfie the wrath of God for you ; Oh | let 
kim be your Prophet, hearken to chis Prophet,to his Inſticu- 
tions, Appointments, and keep cloſe to them, 

And to end all, Take bur one Scriptural encouragement, It 
is arthe 48, chap. of 1/a. verſ. 17. Thus ſaith the Lord thy re- 
deewor, the holy One of 1/ſrael (this is Chriſt } 7 aw the Lord thy 
God whithtemcheth thee to profit, Which leaderh thee by the Way 
that thon ſhew!defÞ go. Chriſt is our texchen I bur we have 
many teachers; Oh ! that I'could meer with chat teacher 
once, that could teach meto profit by all that I have heard : 
So'Chriſt reacheth;, Thus ſaith the Lord thy redeemer, the holy 
Ont of Iſrael, I amthe Lord thy God Which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way thur tho ſben!deſt go. Well, buc 
whatis my duty then * Your duty 'isto hear Him; at the 
18. verſ. Oh that thon had(t hearkned unto my Commandements, 
| but what good ſhall I ger thereby ? then had thy peace been 44 
4 river, notas a drop of water in a glaſs, that is ſoon dried 
up'; ima Rivetthere is much water,and in a River you _ 
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' to.all, Hear, hear, hear and your Souls ſhall live. 


there is freſh water ; now ſaith the Lord, Do bur hearken [ 
unto this teacher, this great Propher, and the peace of thy 
Conſcience ſhail be like a River, full of peace ſhall thy Con- 
ſcience be ; and as the water of the River is alwayes freſh, ſo 
ſhall thy peace of Conſcience be ; where as now thou art 
rroubled in Conſcience, and haſt no peace within, do bur 
hearken unto this great Prophet as diſtin from Aoſes, and 
thou ſhalt have peace within as a River, full and freſh, But 
wiat matter for peace unleſle I have grace withal? If I do 
hearken unto him, ſhall I have grace too ? ſee what follows, 
Oh that thou hadſt hearkned to my. commandements, then had thy 
peace been 4s a river, and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the 
ſea ; thy righteouſneſſe and thy holineſle ſhall be as a Sea ; 
thy peace as a River, But thy grace ſhall be more, as the Sea 
that knows no bottom, ſo ſhall thy _ -—_— be. Who 
doth nor deſire theſe two, Peace and Grace? If there be e- 
vera poor ſoul in all che Congregation that is troubled in 
Conſcience and labors under Conſcience-burdens, hearken 
then and hear the Lord Jeſus, go ( I fay Yto him, and ſtand 
waiting on him as the great Prophet, as diſtin from Moſes; 
I do not ſay hearken to Afoſes that ſpeaks conditipnally, bur 
hearken to Chriſt that ſpeaks grace abſolutely, 7 will write my 
Law in thy heart, that's upon no condition. Soul; goand 
hearken to this great Prophet and thou ſhalt certainly have 
peace; yea, the-peace ſhal be as a River,and thou ſhalt have 
fulneſſe of peace, and freſhneſſe of peace ; that whereas now 
thy Soul is muddied and chy Conſcience.troubled, and thou 
gveſt under many temptations, thou ſhalt then have thy 
Conſcience cleer, and thy Soul clenſed: and whereas now 
thou laboreſt under much corruption, then ſhal the Righte- 
ouſncfie be as the waves of the Sea, thou ſhalt have grace 
ard abundance of grace ; wherefore what I {ay to one, Ifay 
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Tothe Right Honorable, Thomas Andrews, 
Lord Major ofthe City of LoxnD ox: 


| With the Aldermen his Brethren. 


Ccording to your ( ommand, Thave preſented 
| theſe Notes to your view, which were once 
* delivered unto your ear and heart, Thave 
joyued another Sermon therewith, pleading for our 
fubmiſFion to Chriſt in the way of his Ordinances ,the 
Argument of the one is a friend to the other, Stant- 
que caduntque ſimul : The ſweet enjoyment of 
Ordinances together, us a great help to our love ; we 
can hardly cool in ourlove to one ,but we ſhal abate in 
our love to the other; ſwelling gifts deſpiſe Ordinan: 
&es,& negleFt love: This Sermon ther fore of Grace, 
Love,& Gifts is to cal upon our gifts that they take 
wot the wal of our Graces;the other Sermon of Ordi- 


Appointments ; for Gifts thrive beſt when they live 
wnderGrace,& Grace thrives beſt when it lives un- 


| derOrdinances. Now the girdle of sl the Ordinances 
| s the Lords day, which doth farround and com-bind 


al the reſt; may it pleaſ the Magiſtrate to be a friexd 
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naces ws to cal upon ourGraces to ſubmit untoChriſts | 
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| ed for them: So;though the Magiſtrate cannot ſanftis 


to this good day, ( briſt will ſurely be « friend to him 
in an evil day : You cannot make people ſanFifie this 
day, far the hearts of men are not in your hands ; but 
you may reſtrain them much from publick prophaning 
this day, for the Tongues, Hands, Feet of men are 
muchin your bands: Job is jaid to ſanfifie bis ſons, 
Job 1.becauſe be commanded them to ſanfifie them- 
felves uſed al means for their ſanttification, 27 prays 


fie the people as to the infuſion of Grace, yet by his 
prayers and-gracious endeavors of love, mixed with 
ſome power, as juſt occaſion requires, he alſo may be 
ſaid to ſanftifie them: The Magiſtrate is the peoples 
Father, and the people are the Magiſtrates Children: 
Now therfore as it was ſaid of Job,& his Children, 
ſo let it be ſaid of you,£7 your children in the genera- 
tions to.come, And iewas ſo,that when the days 
of their fealting, or rather ſporting, were come, 
(for fo the Lords days have bin too truly called of late) 
the Magiſtrate ſent and ſanKtified them : Thus ſhall 
our decayed love to God, his Truth, his Ordinances, 
and his Children,revive,and be advanced again: And 
| thus fhall the bleſsing of the houſe of Obed-Edom 
| (who received the Ark) reſt upon you, and your fas 
milies,which ſhall be the Prayer of 


Your Servant inthe work of the Goſpel, 


Tarmonth 


' Sepr. 10.1649. Willian Bridge. 
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1 COR. 12. 13. 


But covet earneſtly the. beſt Gifts: Fo” 


yet T ſhew unto you 4- more exceE- 
lent way. 


F all che Churches of Chriſt, which we read of : in 
the New Teſtament, the Church of Corinth ſeems 
to have abounded moſt with Spiritual Gifts, and 
as they did abound moſt in them , ſo they did 
moſt abuſe them; all had nor thoſe Spiritual Gifts, ſome 
had : Thoſe that "bad them, deſpiſed rhoſe that had them 
not; and thoſe that had them nor, envyed thoſe that had 
them : The Apoſtle Pax! therefore, that he might heal. 
this diſtemper, doth acquaint them with the excellency of' 
thoſe Gifts, and the end for which they were appointed. 


Concerning the excellency of Gifts., be tells them in the 
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beginning of this Chapter, That they are all from the Spirit ; 
There are diverſities of Gifts (at the 4. verſe) bat the ſame 
Spirit : T here are differences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame 
Lord: (As the 8. verie) To one « givew by the Spirit, the 
Word of Wiſtom ; to anather the Word of Knowleig, by the ſame 
Spirit; to anothitr Funh, by the {ame Spirir. And concerning 
the end for which chey were appoinced, hetels them at the 
ſeventh Verſe, That they are g1-eu to profit withal, But the 
miniſtration of the Spurit #4 given to every man to profit withal. 
Now boch the excellency of Gifts, and the end for which 
they were appointed, he doth illuſtrate by a fimilitude drawn 
from the natural body, That as in the natural body there are 
many members, and thoſe, having ſeveral gifts,are helpful ro 
one another ; and the Eye cannvut ſay unto the Foot, I have 
no need of thee : ſo inthe Body of Chriſt,all Members, with 
their ſeveral gifts, are to be helpful to one an6ther, and one 
Member of Chriſt cannot ſay to the other, I have no need of 
thee : For at the 26. verſe, Whether one Member ſuffers, all 
the Members ſuffers Wwithit ; or one Member be honored, all 
the Members rejoyce with it : Now at the 27. verſe, faith he, 
Ye are the Body'of Chriſt, and, Members in particular. But how 
do theſe Members come, or attain unto theſe gifes ? Verſe 
28. God hath ſet ſome inthe Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly 
Prophets ; thirdly, T:achers ; after that, Miracles ; then gifts 
of healing : But have al men theſe gifts ? No. Are all Apoſtes? 
(at the 29. verſe) are al Prophets ? are all Teachers ? are 
all workers of Miracles ?. Have all thr gifts of Healing, + 
Bur may we not all deſire gifts then ? Yes. Bne covetearneſts 
!y the beſt gifts : and yet I ſheW anto you 4 move exoeellent watf. | 
What way is that ? If you look into this 12.Chapter,it is the | 
way of Humility, Grace and Holineſs : If you took down in- 
torlie-13 Chapter,it is che way of Love; For,faith he,in the! 
firſt verſe, Thongh. ['ſrak With the rongue of men and Angels, 
and have mt love, Tam become as ſonnd:ng Braſs, or atinkling 
Cymbal. So then take the words as they look upwards - 
downwards,relating unto al the former parts of the' 12 chap. 
and uato chap, 13:8 you have rhis Obſervation orDoRtrine, 
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' Thokgh the way of Gifrt( ſian Gifer) be an excellent w 
and mc hdd hes the way of Grace and Love is a ws 4. 
excellent way, and moſt to be defired. 

Foc the opening of which truth, Three chings: Ficſt, That 
there is a way of Gifts diſtin from the way of Grace, and a 
| way of Grace diſtin from the way of Gifts, Secondly, That 
there is much excellency intheſe Spiricual gifts, that the wa 
of Gifts is 4 very excellent way, and much to be deſired. 
Thirdly, That the way of Grace and of Love is yet a more ex- 
cellent way, and more to be deſired. 

Firſt, 1ſay, There is a way of Gift diſtin from the way 
of Grace and Holineſs, x and Xo" ate diſtint: All 
the Saints and people of God have Grace, but all have not theſe 
Gifts, Grace is that excellency whereby we are made like to | 
Gediin Chriſt ; Gifts are that excellency,wherby we are made 
able to do ſervice for God 'in the Church of God. By Grace 
( fay the Schools) we do, bene agere, wedo work well ; and 
by Gifts we do, expedite agere, we do a& more facilly, eaſily, 
expeditely. A man may have 4 gift in Prayergand yet no grace 
in Prayer: a man may have a gift in Lo wang. Exerciſing, 

t no grace under it: a man may have the gift of Faith, 
Lhongh I have all Faith, fo that I conld remove Monntaint,and 
have not Charity, 1 have nothing ; he ſpeaks of the gift of 
Faith, )A man may have, 1 ay, thegife of Faith, and yet not 
the ſaving grace of Faith : So rhatplainly chere is a way of 
Gifts diſtinR fram the way of Grace; and a way of Grace and 
Holineſs diſtin&fFrom the wey of Gifts. 

But 'what excellency is there chen-in gifts, "and in the way 
of gifts ? 

"Firſt, Much, very-much, they are called 7wpers, inthe 
14: Chaprer, and rhe firſt verſe, Deſire pirirnal Gifts. 1n 
this 12. Chapter they are ſaid co be ofthe Spirit, by the Spi- 
ric, from "—_— 'And if you look into the torhof the AAs, 
yorſhalt 6 r they are called, The very Spirit, or the holy 
bo, the 447 'verſ. White Peter yet fþ theſe Words, 
the Holy Choſt" fell upon all them which heard: the word, and 
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cauſe that upon the Gentiles was alſo powyred ont the v4 the | 
Holy Gh-ſt;. in one verſe it is ſatd,: They-received the boly 
ghoſt; & in the next,they received the gift of che holy ghoſt; 
For they heard them ſpeak with tougnes and magnifying Gea, T hen 
anl[\vered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that theſe ſbowld nos 
be haptized, which have recesved the Holy Ghsſt ? Yet notwith» 
ſtanding, before it is ſaid, the gift of the holy gboſt was 
powred out upon them.So that here the gift of the holy ghoſt 
is called, The Holy Ghoſt. . And (o1 take that place inthe 
6th of the Hebrews to be underſtood, concerning wicked men 
chat Go fall away; Itis ſaid, They are made partaker: of the holy 
ghoſt ; that is, the gifts of the holy ghoſt; for in thoſe times 
the holy ghoſt appeared by ſenlible gifcs,and iris uſual ro put 
the ſign, for the thing Ggnified ; but now, that theſe gifts 
ſhould be raiſed up to ſucha ticle as this, to be called the 
holy ghoſt, it argues that there is a great deal of excellency 
in theſe gifts ; inſpicitual gifts. 
2ly, They are the Purchaſe of Chriſt, the Fruits of his AC- 
cenſion, ſome of thoſe Talents which that great Lord left un- 
to his Servants, when he went into a far Country, they are 
becter then all gold and filver in the world ; for if you had 
all the gold and filver of both Indies, you had but natural 
gifts, but theſe gifts are ſpiritual. ' 
3ly, It is an Excellent Thing for a man to be able to do 
ts others, this is the end of gifts; they are, as the 
Schools ſpeak, in ordive ad «liam, they are given for others 
good ; they are to profit with, ſaith the Apoſtle. The Sun is 
an excellent creature,why ? uſe he doth —_ ro others; 
ſo, many are, by theſe ſpiritual gifts, enabled to do good to 
others, they are thoſe veſſels which grace and holineſs, being 
imbarqued in is tranſported into others fouls: though there 
be excellent commodities in other Countries, yet, if you have 
not ſhipping to tranſport them, you are not the bettet for 
them; therefore you ſay, there. is a great uſe of ſhippi 
thereby ſuch and fuch rare, commodities are tranſported © | 
by theſe gifts, that grace and goodneſs that grows in one 
mans heart, is tranſported into anothers, carried into anothers 


foul; 
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foul ; 4He hath given gifts, ſaith the Apoſtle, for the edifying of 
the Body of Chrif, Epheſ. 4. If you cannot reach a Book off 
the ſhelf, you take a ſtool, and ſtanding wpon that ſtool, you 
areable coreach down the Book; the ſtool are theſe gifts : 
grace: alone many times cannot reach down ſuch a Notion in 
Divinity, as it is able co do by che help of gifts ; Dona dantwr 
in adjutorinm gratie, gifts are given for the help of grace, 
they are the handmaids of grace, and they bring torth tweer- 
ly:upon the knees of grace. 

4ly, Again, That muſt needs be excellent. thatis able to ad 
a further excellency, unto that which is the moſt excellent : 

ou ſay ordinarily, Thatif a worſe thing be added unto a 
ar; the bertrer is defiled; as if water be added unto wine, 
the wine is corrupted ; if lead be added unto filver, the filver 
is defiled ; if filver be-added unto gold, the gold is debaſed ; 
and ſo the better is defiled by the worſer: but now grace is 
the greateſt excellency in the world, yet ad gifts unto grace, 
and grace it ſelf is made the more excellent and beautiful; for 
as the Temple did ſanRifie the gold, bur the gold did beau- 
tifie the Temple ; fo though grace do ſanQike gifts, yet gifts 
do beautifie grace ; now grace being the greateſt beauty un- 
der heaven, & gifts putting a further beauty upon that which 
is the moſt beautiful, what doth this argue; but that there is 
abundance of excellency and bezuty in Spiritual gifts ? 

 QueP. But then 5f there be ſuch ar excellency in gifts, in 
Spiritual gifts, Wherein 1'\ grace and Love more excellent ? 
wherein lies rhe excellency of grace and Love, beyond the excel- 
lenty of gifts ? 

Anſve. Concerning Love firſt : Love is not anempty thing, 
the voice and ſound of Love is not an uncertain ſound, or an 
empty voyce ; but faith the Apoſtle here, in the 13. Chap, of 
this firſt co-thie Corintl 383%, Though I fprak with the tongue. of 
men and Anjyels,and have nat love, 1 ambecome as ſounding braſs, 
or « tinkling Cymbat: A mans heart may be purged from 
groſler (ins,and be may be garniſhed with parrs and gifts, and 
yet his ſoul left empty for Saran to return into again, as =_ 
read in that 12.0f Afatrhew; but grace and Love is a filling 
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{ ching; yea,faith the Apoſtle in the r3. chap. and bal Love 


(or Charity ) #ever fails,” but it continues, it is that giriment 
that never waxeth vid, but Gifts do, and are ſoon thredbare : 
Though theſe gifts ate fine feet flowers, yet therewichial the 
Mower filleth not his hand; a gracious heart cinot be ſatisfied 
with Gifts alone,Gifts alone are nor able to ſatisfie, Love and 
Grace doth. But wherein doth Love work beyond Gifts ? 

faith the Apoſtle here,Fle tell you,c. 139.4. Love « not eafily 
| provoked;berter read thus, Love ss ſlow ro anger, Parts and Gifts 
are nor {0 ; But a man may be (low to anger, and yetnor kind 
and bountiful:true, but Love « kind,or bountiful,as the word 
bears it;Gifts are not ſo (the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the effeRts of 
Love in oppoſition to parts and Gifts all along) Love (faith 
he) is ſlow to anger, and is kind or bountiful”: 1 burthough a 
man be kind or bountiful, yer notwithſtanding he may envy 
| atche good of others, true,if he bave Parts and Gifts only;but 
Love,true Love,that exvies wot; I butthough a man do nor en- 
vy at the good of others, yet he may not conſider the wants of 
others ; true,but Love will,for in the next words, Charity,or 
Love vawuteth nor, ſo you reade it, but according to the Greek 
rather, Love « #ot tight,or inconfiderare,but conſiders & weighs 
eth al rhings:I but chough you do al this, yer notwithſtanding 
a man may be proud when he hath done, true,if he have Gifts 
alone ; but Love « wot fe wp, is not ſwell'd, or blown, and 
fill'd with wind,as the bell . 


ows aregat the 5,verſ.faith he, Love 
doth not behave it frif anſcemly + This may be underſtood rwo 
waies,faith Peter artyr.Love will do no anſeemly thing, or 
Love counts nothing unſeemly for the perſon loved : Our Sa- 
vior Chriſt waſhed his Diſciples feer; *one would think it an 
unſeemly thing for the Lord & Maſter to do this for the ſer- 
vants,but-be loved them, &Love counts nothing unſeemly for 
the perſon loved. - Judas comes ant beerays his Maſter with a 
kiſs,this was an unteemly thing; F#das had Parts & Gifts,but 
he had notLove,and therfore he did an unſeemly thing: Love | 
dorh not behave it ſaf unſeemly, thatis; it dorh'no unſeemly | 
thing and yet counts nothing unſeemly for the perſon loved. 

It feeks not her own, in the next words. bat'the-gnod of the per- f 
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fon loved : Love is wet rafily provekge ; the words rather to be 
read thus, 1407 eaſily imbittered,or is not ſharp, doth not ſpeak 
bircer language,Gifts and Parts will. Love thinks no evil, that 


joxceth iþ the truth. It rejoyeeth; not in iniquity, the word is, 

Hue. injuſtice, It rejoyceth not in injuſtice, but it doth rejoyce 
with the truth, /yx.24g6 H\ 6anbrie, ſo the words are to be read, 
andthatis thus, If a man be oppreſt, Love cannot rejoyce in 
his oppreſſion ; but if a man be freed and delivered from his 
oppreſſion, & the truth heard & known, Love rejoyceth with 
ſuch a man, when the trath is diſcovered;it rejoiceth not in in- 
juſtice, but rejoyceth with the truth, when that comes to light. 
Wel, but ſuppoſe all this, yet notwithſtanding a man may ta- 
bor under ſome fiaful infirmities, &c- what wil Love do then > 
Verſ.7. Love beareth al things, but the words ſhould be other- 
wiſe tranſlated, for as you read them, Love beareth all things, 
what difference will there be between that clauſe,and the lat- 
ter of that verl. endureth all things,sr bears all things, ec ? here 
is nOdifference ; the words therfore ſhould be read thus, 7; 
covereth all things, ſo the Greek word, 95», ſignifies properly 
to cover, itis the ſame word that is uſed ordinarily in the 
new Teſtament to that purpoſe, Mark. 2.4. They ancevered the 
roof of the bowſe,cc.the roof,or the covering, is the ſame word 
that is uſed here,and ſo Love covereth al things ; though men 
have many infirmities,yet true Love will cover them all ; and 
it beleeverh all things, though a man have done that which is 
evil initfelf, yet: Love beleeves he had a good intention in 
the doing of it,for it beleeveth all things ; and though a man 
go very farin fm, yet if another have Love he hopeth that 
God will bring him back again, for Love hoperh all things, it 
covers al things, it beleeveth al things ; it hepeth al things ; and 
if another do me wrong, if Thave Love, I thall bear that too; 
for Love exdareth al things ; but now will Gifts and Parts do 
theſe things ? ſurely no, Gifts and Parts will not bear all 


dure allthings z 1 bur Love doth, and Love will, and therfore 


wav 


_ a greater excelency in the way of Love, then in the 


follows;/and at the 6 verſe, It rejoyceth not in inignity, but re- | 


| things, cover all things, beleeve all things, bope all chings,en- | 
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Tay oF Gifco rand if Love-do out-ſhoot Gifts in their own 


bow, then certainly there is a greater excellency, in Love than 
in all Gifts. Now if you look in 1 Cor.8. you ſhal find that it 
is ſaid concerning Love, that it. edities, Knowledg puſfeth up, 
but Charity, or Love, edifies ;; Knowledg, that is, the gife of 
knowledg doth puff us up : the end of Gifts is edification it 
is the proper work of Gifts to edihe, yer ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Love edifies, compariog Love and Gifts together, he ſhews 
that Love edihes rather than Gifts : Now, I ſay, if that Love 
do thus out-ſhoat 'Gites in their own bow, then certainly 
there is a great deal more excellency in Love than in al Gifts, 
though they be never ſo great: Thus concerning Love. 
Secondly; And concerning Grace and Holineſs in the ge- 
neral : Grace and holineſs is the proper and natural .effet of 
the Spirit, as Lmay ſo ſpeak ;, Gifts are, Ops ad extra: You 
ſhal find chat voluntary and rational agents, have a Two-fold 
effe&; a man begets a child like himſelf, that's anatural ef- 
fe ; then he makes a ſtool, or a-hac, or a ſhip, this is not a 
natural effec;this is an artificial effet: ſo God the Father, he 
made the World there is Ops ad extra: buthe begat bis Son, 
and the Son is of the Father, ſo the holy Ghoſt hath a Two- 
fold effe&: The proper and the natural effect of the holy 
Ghoſt, is Grace, butthe Oprs adextra, is Gifts; Grace and 
Holineſs is the proper effec of the holy Ghoſt, and therfore 
the Apoſtle Par/ ſpeaking of Love, Foy, Peace, and of other 
particular graces, ſaith, T bey are the fruits of the Spirit, Gal.s, 
22. But the frat of the Spirit, #s Love, fo, Peace, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Cc S 2 | | 
Again,Sin 4nd corruption wil not ſo eaſily plant upon grace, 
as upon gifts; pride and corruption wil moreealily plant up- 
on gifts,than upon grace; gifts do ſooner gather filth, and ſoo- 
ner cuſt than grace doth ; faith the Apoſtle in that place I na- 
med even now, K nowledg puffeth up,but Love edifies z he ſpeaks 
of Knowledg, as of a of, now ſaith he, Knowledg, thar pufe 
feth up. But how can. Knowledg, or how can any Spir;e»al 
gift puff oneup? Canthat which is the Frave,, or the effet? 
of the Spirit of Ged , puff one up 2 No, bur occafion- 
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ally,. it canand it will occaſionally. So you'l ſay;grace it ſelf | 
doth, for a man may be proud of his grace, as well as he ma 
be proud of his gifts. It is very true, 1 remember that feeck 
of Mr Fox Somerimes (ſaid he ) 7 get hart by my graces, & ſours 
rimes I get good by my ſins; for by my ſins I am more humble, 
and by my grace I am made more proud. It'is true, occaſionally 
2 man may be proud of,and puffed np by his very graces, but 
there is yer that intrue grace it ſelf that will ſuppreſs pride, |} 
grace being contrary to fin ; as for gifts, though they be di- 
verſe from (in, yerthey are not contrary unto fin, and fo can- 
not ſuppreſs (in, as grace can do that is contrary therunto: for 
one contrary doth deſtroy the othet : 1 expreſs it thus;A man 
may be proud of his clothes, and he may be proud of bis gra- 
ces, but there is not that in his clothes which wil ſuppreſs his | 
pride ; there is nothing in clothes that is contrary unto pride, 
but in grace there is -.So a man may be proud of his gifts,anad 
he may be proud of his graces, but there is not that in gifes | 
that is ſo contrary unto pridg as there is in grace, there is chat 
in grace that is direly contrary unto fin & pride ; I ſay ther” 
fore, That pride and corruption cannot fo eafily plant & grow 
upon grace it ſelf, as it can Ee andtherefore there is a 
greater excellency in grace, the way of grace and holi- 
neſs, then in the way of gifts; Though a man have never ſo 
little grace, and have no gifts, yet he gives no offence, is nor | 
ſcandalous ; butif a man have all gifts, and have no grace, 
how many offences doth he fall into? and how ſcandalous i 
he? letexperience ſpeak. ' 
3 But againthirdly, Though a man have never ſach great 
arts and gifts, yet if he have not grace withal, be may go to 
hell, and periſh to al eternity,for by his gifts he is not united 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, for by his gifts he is not made the child of 
God,or by his gifts he is not eſtared in the-covenant of grace; 
you know what our Saviour ſaith, ſary hall ſayvin that day, 
Lord, Lard, have we not propheſied in thy Name, and caſt ont 
Devils in thy Name, have done many wonderful works ? (theſe 
are the effects of- gifts, ) and be foal ſay nnto thew, De- | 


part, 1 kyow you not: Burt ſaith the Apoſtle concerning Grace | 
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and Love, I hope better things of you, & ſuch as ace 1 ſatua- 
tion, for God 1 not wnminaful to forget your labor of love, that 
accompanies ſalvation. You fee how it is with children that 
areplaying together in the day, if they be playing abroad, and 
children of divers parencs, when night comes, one child goes 
to his father, and the other unto his father, they are very like, 
it may be,and their clothes are a like, and when they are play- 
ing together abroad, you cannot ſay whoſe child this is, or 
work child that is, bur when night comes, the father then 
comes unto his child, and faith, Come home my child, come 
in at doors,& ifthe other offers to go in there, No child, you 
muſt go home to your father,So while we are living, grace and 
gifts are mingled together,ſome men have gifts,and fome men 
have graces, & they look very like ; Ah but when night coms, 
and when death comes,then God the Father, he ſaich ro thoſe 
that have grace, Come my children,enter in; but if choſe that 
have gifts only come, he ſends them away, No, you muſt go 
to your father, it is not your gifes make. you my children; by 
grace you are my children, but not by gifts, & therfore home 
to your father, I am none of your father, home unto your own 
father; thus wiltthe Lord ſpeak when night comes : yea,and 
if man do go to hell and periſh, the more gifts he hath, the 
deeper will he fink into hell; as it is with a man that is in the 
water ({inking inthe water,the more he is laden with gold,the 
more he ſinks, and as he is ſinking; if he hath any time to cry 
cut, he ſaich, Obttake away theſe bags of gold, theic bags of 
gold will ſink me, they will undo me : So Lay, rheſe golden 
parts, and golden gifts they will undo men ; when mer come 
to hell, and ſhall periſh, the more golden gifts and paris they 
have had, the deeper they ſhall fink in hell ; parts and gifts 
will never fave a man from the wrath to come, }, b:i Grace, 
and Love,& Holineſs under Chrift will; ſurely thertore chere 
1s anexcellency in the-way of Grace and of Love, bey0'id che 
way of Gifts.: Though the way of Gifts be an exce!ienc way; 
and much to-bedeſired, yer che way of Grace ano »£ L' x is 
2'\more excellent way, and moſt of all to be de/:red. 

By way of Application then ; Methinks this Doctrine | ks | 
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wiſhly upon thoſe that have Gifts, upon thoſe that have none, | 
or very weak, and it looks wiſhly upon us all, 

Firſt, It looks wiſhly upon thoſe that have Parts and Gifts, 
and itcals upon you al for to bleſs the Lord ; Hath the Lord 
led you in a way of Gifts? he hath led you in an excellent 
way,forthe way of Gifts is an excellent way : Is itnot a great 
mercy for a man to be able to do good to others, and to ſave 
another mans ſoul, to have a hand to pull others out of ever- 
laſting burnings? Herein man ſeems to go beyond the Angels, 
for the Angels are miniftring Spirits, but 'men are called Sa- 
viors, Others ſave with fear, pulling them ont of the fire : And 
hath the Lord led you in a way of Gifts, and given-you Gifes 
to do good to others ?- ſuch an hand he hath given to you, 
ſurely therfore you have cauſe for ever to bleſs the Lord-.. 

But though the Lord, through his Grace, had led me in this 
way of gifts, I fear I have nothing bur gifts, I fear that they are 
Gifts alone,8& not Grace withal ; had 1 Gifts & Graces too, 
ſhould bleſs the Lord indeed, bur I fear iris nothing bur Gifts. 

For Anſwer, It is poſſible, That a man that hath grace may 
think he bath nothing but Gifts ; it is poſſible for a man that 
bath only gifts to think that his gifts are graces : But would 
-you know the difference between gifts & graces as they are in 
ſubjefo,as they are in a-particular perſon? (for the difference ' 
between them as they are in themſelves, I have ſhewed you in 
the beginning) Then thus, The faculty you know is diſtingui- 
ſhed by the aR, and the aR by the objeR, potentia difting uitar 

r attum, & atins per ebjeftum, faith Phyloſophy : If a man 
hs gifts only, he is exercifed moſt about a gifting object; 
if grace, then about a gracious objet; and therefore if you 
looke into Scripture, you ſhal find, that Grace and Faith fals 
in with a crucihed Chriſt, 7 deſire to know nothing but Chriſt, 
and him crucified, faith Faith andGrace : But naw Gifts co- 
ming inby the Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt,'( He hath aſcended on 
high, he hath given Gifts to men ) they are converſant Eſpecially 
about Aſcenhons and Glories, bur a crucified Chriſt is a mean 
and fleſhly ching in their eyes. 
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; 2+ Again, They differ in their Nature ; for gifts,as I may fo 
'H ſpeak 
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ſpeak, eak,area dead grace,and grace is a living gift; dead men are 
free among the dead, & lng men tove —— with the 
living ; grace is a living quality, & therefore it prizeth living 
Saints,& things are moſt ſavory that com from a living hand; 


/ but gifts in camparyſen are a dead thing,and therfore prizerh 


dead notions, and dead perſons ; and things reliſh beft which 
come from a dead hand,as books andthe like ; why ? becauſe 
gifts being dead, themſelves are free among the dead. 

3. Again,They differalſo in their diſpoſition, for Gra and 
Holineſs is contented with the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, Gifts 
are not.contented therewithal, and therfore you ſhal obſerve 
that the Corinthians, who excelled in gifts, adulterated the 
Goſpel with their ſwelling words , the Galatians adulterated 
the Doarine of the Goſpel, and mingled the Doatrine of the 
Golpel with Juſtification by Works, & the Corinthians ming- 
led the words of theGoſpel with their own ſwelling language; 
they bad gifts, & they were not contented with the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel, I but grace is. You ſee how it is with a Child 
that comes into a corn field, he is mightily taken with che blue 
or red weeds, or a company of daifies , but now when a man 
comes,the Husbandman coms, he looks at the corn, and is not | 
ſo much taken with the blue or red weeds, or the daiſies 
that grow there, but is taken with the corn it ſelf: So now | 


take a man that hath gifts only, and bring him to a Sermon, 


or to &Prayer,and if there be any fine expreflions, any daifies, 
he is much taken with chem, he prizeth and magnifieth them, 
and be hangs on them ; but now bring a man that hath grace 
to prayery.or to a Sermon, and he looks atthe corn, hedoth 
not look at the daifies ſo'mucb, but at the ſpiricuallity and 
the power of thoſe things that are there delivered : They 
differ in their diſpoſition, 

4- Again, They differ alſo in their effefts ; Grace hath a 
good hand at ſuffering as wel as at doing : Gifts have a very 
good hand at doing, but they have an il! hand at fuffering ; 
they are given to profit withal, they are given to a; and to 
dowith ; But when you come to ſuffer,” gifts (1 fay) though | 
they have a good hand at doing, they have y very Ws” * 2 

| ſuf- 


Me 


- | ithath ar doing, 


grace thus it is with me, the Lord knows I can ſpeak this 1n 
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ſuffering : But riow Grace hath as good a hand at ſuffering,as 


5 Again, They differ alſo in their abatement, & in their quen- 
ching : If a man have grace and fal into ſin,that fin will hinder 
and quench the former aRings of his grace z he cinor at now 
as he did a before; therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, quench not rhe 
Spirit : But if a man have gifrs only,and no grace;@ he fal iri- 
ro fin, that fin hinders not his aRings, he can pray as he did, 
and he can converſe as he did, his atings are fot ſo much hin- | 
dered or quenched therby ; as itis with a Candle,if it be only 
painted upon a board, & you pur it into the water, that is not 
quenched ctherby; Why ? becauſe it is a dead Candle,it.is not 
a living Candle: but now come and take a living Candle, 4 
burning Candle, and pnt that into the water, & that is quen- 
ched : Why ? becauſe itis a living Candle; it is a burning 
Candle : ſo now,take a man.that hath gifrs only, and let him 
fal into fin,and his gifts are not quenched with his ſin; Why? 
becauſe he is but a dead Candle, a painted Candle, and fo he 
can pray as well,and converſe as well, though he fall into ſin : 
Bnt now, a man that hath grace in truth, and more then gifts, 
if he falintoſin, Oh ! he cannor a& as he did a before, he 
hath not the ſame face towards God as be had before ; thus 
I ay;they differ intheir abatements : And therfore now,who. 
ſoever you are that make this Objection, and fear that you 
have nothing but gifrs, and not grace, as it is the ſcruple of 
many Chriſtians Oh11T fear(faith one; I have nothing bur gifts 
that I have nor grace at al bur gifts alone I appeal unto you 
before the Lord, whoever you are that labor under his fear, 
whether do you nor defire labove al)ro know Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified > whether are not things beſt that coms from a 
living hand to you ? whether do not your diſpoſition lie to- 
wards the ſimphcity of the Goſpel ? and are you not content 
and ſatisfied rhere-withal'? wherher have you nor as good a 
hand arſuffering,when God cals you thereunto, as at doing ? 
whether are you not quenched, when you fal into fin ? Oh ! 
Yes, faith the poor Soul : This I muſt needs ſay, Through 


H 2 : truth 


- 
DO I OI 


_ 
I  ® i. 


| 54 WY Grace and Love beyond Gift 


the. way of Gifts 


truth, Tdeſite to know nothing bura crucified Chriſt ; living 

things from a living hand do favor beſt wich me, and my 
drfpofition lies cowards the fimplicity of the Goſpel; I am not 
ſo much taken with the daiſies,as with the corn chat grows in 
aSermon;&ina Prayer z and\chrough grace 1 have as gooda 
band at ſuffering, when God leads me to it,as at doing ; and 
this Ican ſly in truth, That when I do fall into any great ſin, 
that I find ſome abating and quenching, I cannot pray then, 
as I could pray before. Well, iftheſe things be in you, and 
abound, be of good comfort, here is more than bare gifts, 


here is grace alſo. * This is the firſt Conſideration, 


Secondly, This Doarin looks wiſhly alſo upon thoſe-that 
have no gifts, upon thoſe that are weak in gifts, have either no 
gifts at al. or very weak gifts, & ir cals upon you to be of good 
Comfott-; There is many a poor ſoul complains, and faies, As 
for ſuch & ſuch-men\they bave great gifcs, but i have no gifts 
atall, Thave'no Memory at all, I have no Utterance, I have 
no Elocution, I haveno gifts in Prayer, I have no gifts in con- 


ference : Well, the way of Gifts indeed is an excellent way : 


And hath notthe Lord led you inthar way of Gifts, that ex- 
cellent- way 2? yer notwithſtanding, if he have led: you: in a 
more-exceltent way,have you any cauſe to complain?Though. 
by an excellent way, the way of Grace is a 
more-excellent way,the way of Love is a more excellent way; 
What then,Soul? what: then ? Though the Lord hath not led 
thee inthe way of Gifts,that excellent way, yet, I lay, if he 
have led thee in the way. of grace, & in the way of Love,in the- 


-more excellent way,certainly you have no cauſe to complain, 


I.. Will you complain for want: of that, which if you had 


in- abundance, you would have. leſs time to tend your own 


Souls ? Gifts are given for to profit with, Gifts.are given for 


the good of others, to.do-good to others ; the more gifts you 


have therefore, the more you are to tend upon others,and do 
good to them ;.and the more you areto tend upon others, 
the-leſs time you have to tend upon your own ſouls : Now, I 
ſay, would you complain for want.of that, which if you had 


in abundance, you: ſhould have- leſs time ro tend your own 


ſouls ? 2, Or, 


—. 
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| 2. Or, will you complain for want ofthat,which if you had 
without grace, would be your nndoing?The Heathens tel us a 
Fable cocerning a man who deſired that al that ever he toucht 
might be gold,&ſay they,it was granted to him by the gods 
when therefore he came to eat his meat, he touched it, ſo his | 
meat was turned to gold,& ſo the man was ſtarved ; The Mo- 
ral of itis this, That many a man would be utterly undone if 
he had that which he moſt deſires: & let me tel you this, Had 
you al gifts & godiden parts,yet,if you had not grace withal, | 
ou would deſire that al that ever you ſhould touch might | 
e gold,you would turn al into gifts, and matter of parts,and 
fo your own Soul would be undone and ſtarved by it.. 

Or,will you complain for want of that,which,if you have, 
may aggravate your Condemnation; but,if you want,cannot- 
hinder your Salvation ? Pray conlider it, Will you (I ſay)com- 
plain for want of that,whichgif you have,may aggravate your 

Condemuation; but, if you want, can never hinder your Sal- 
vation? If you have gifts, they may aggravate your Condem- | 
nation ; but if you have them not,your wanting of them ſhal 
never hinder your Salvation : Shal I then complain for want | 
of them ? Yet thus (I ay} thus-it is with you that complain | 
for want of gifts; Hath not the Lord therfore led yon inthe 
way of gifts ? and hath he led'you inthe way of grace? be 
of good comfort: Comfort, comfort, comfort, to al thoſe 
thatare weak in gifts, but have truth of grace. Only here £ 
ive me leave to lay before you ſome few DireAions, whe- 
_ wh you have gifts, or no.. | 
Firſt, Eicher you have gifts, or not ; if thatyou have gifts, | 
then you arecalled ro doing good ; if you have nor gifts,then- 
you are called ro receiving good, for al a mans life ſhould be- | 
ſpent either in doing good, or receiving ; If a man have gifts, 
theri he is called ro doing; if a man have'no gifts, then he-15- 
called to receiving : Have you-gifts ? therefore know,you are i 
| called to doing; Have you-no gifts * know, yow are called 
the more to recetving. 

2ly, Andeither you have gifts, or-not ; If you have gifts, ? 

| take heed you d0- not deſpiſe thofe that have none.; and 7 
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if you have nor, take heed that you do not envy thoſe: that 
have; take heed you do not delire grace for gifts ſake,as Hy- 
pocrites do,but rather deſire gifts for grace ſake, as the godly 
do; as your gifts com upon you, labor to grow proportionable 
in grace ; forifa man have a great Farm,& have no ſtock,or a 
ſmal ſtock, it is the only way'to break him ; ſo if a man have 
great gifts, and but little grace, it is the only way to undo him. 

3ly, But, above all things, take heed that you do not lay 
your gifts at the foundation of your Religion ; gifts are good 
in the building, but they are naught in the foundation ; gifts 
are good above, but they are naught beneath : you ſee how it 
is in ſome Trades, if men have gun-powder, barrels. of gun- 
powder,or commodities that are apt to take fire,they lay them 
in the upper rooms on the top of their houſes; and if you, ask 
them the reaſon, Why do not you lay theſe things below? they wil 
ſay, Nay, but they are apt to take fire, andif they ſhould bnt take 
fire, the whol houſe might be bloWvn up therewithal : Beloved gifts 
and parts are as gun-powder, they- are very apt to take hre ; 
and what is the reaſon that many a profeſſor is blown up,and 
thewhol building of his Religion rained, but becauſe, when 
firſt he began to look towards Heaven, he laid his pifcs at the 
foundation of kis profeſſion, whereas Chriſt only is our 
foundation,and if any man wil build upon gifts and partshis 
whol building will come to nothing: Take heed therefore 
that gifts and parts do not come into the foundation of your 
Religion. So much for the ſecond Conſideration. 

The Third follows: This Docrine looks waſhly alſo upon al 
of us: Is this true, that though the way of gifts be an excellent 
way. yet the way of grace is a more excellent way, & the way 
of Love a more excellent way, and more to be delired ? Wh 
ſtand we then ſo much upon our gifts & parts ? and why look 
weno more after Love ? Love is the great command.the moſt 
excellent way ; the Apoſtle faith in this 13. Chap. Thengh 7 
ſpeak with rhe tongue of men and Angels,and have not. Love,l am 
beceme 4s ſounding braſs,and a tinkling Cymbal : What though 
! Preach as never man Preached, yerif ] want Love, Iam but 
as ſounding braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal : What though I 

pray 


0 
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as riever man _prayed wich praying gifts, yet if I want 
55A I am but as (ound braſs, xo pr tickling Cymbal; 
What though I confer & diſcourſe of al things, as never man 
did, yet if 1 want Love, I am bur as a ſounding braſs, and as a 
—_— : Yer,Good Lord | how many are there that 
bear themſelves upon theſe bladders of gifts and parts (which 
will ere long be prickr ) and negleR this way of Love 1! Are 
there not ſome Profeſſors that do ſometimes queſtion their e- 
verlaſting condition for the want of gifts, yer can go up and 
down 2whol yeer together in the breach of Love, and never 
queſtion their condition for want of that ? Yea, are there not 
ſome Preachers that fetch the great part of their evidence for 
heaven from their gifts;and the exerciſing of their gifts, whilſt 
they lie in the breach of Love?The Apoſtle,you ſee here,doth 
adyance Love above al gifts; And T pray let us confider a little 
what theſe gifts are, that are thus ſunk down before Love, 
which Love is advanced above : the Apoſtle tels us they are 
Spiritual gifts,nort Natural gifts : Suppoſe now I be to preach, 
and I go from one Book to another ; out of one Book I take 
' onething, out of another Book Itake another thing, out of a 
third Book I take another thing; and I do but only put theſe 
together that I have out of ſeveral Books ; Is this any more 
chan a Natural gift ? Suppoſe a Book-binder be to bind up di- 
vers ſheets of Paper, and he ſtitcherh them up together, Is ir 
any more than a Natueal gift > So,ſuppoſe I be to Preach,or I 
be toPray, & I take this expreſſion from one, & that expreſſion 
from another,arid chis thing from one,and that from another, 
and I do only put theſe things together, Is this any more than 
2 narural gift ? 1,but they are Spiritual gifts that the Apoſtle 
doth fink before Love, & doth advance Love above ;. yea,and 
if you obſerve this Scripture, you ſhal find that they were the 
higheſt gifes, for ſaith he atthe 28. Verſe, Ged hath ſer ſome in 
the Church, firſ® Apoſtles,ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers,af- 
ter that Miraclesthen gifts of Healing : And thagh ( faith he 
Chap. 13s) 1 ſpeak With the tongue of men and Angels, and have 
not Love, I am become as ſounding braſr,and a tinkling Cymbal : 
[_ I'be an Apoſtle, have the gifrofan Apoſtle ; be a _ 
pher, 
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| are they much more nothing without Love? and yet how ma- 


phet, and have the giftof a Proplin, though T have gifts of 
Miracles, yet notwithſtanding if 1 want Love, all is nothiug : 
Theſe were great and high gifts, the bigheſt gifts, and yer al 
nothing without Love : And-are al thele gifts as nothing, ſpi- 
ritugl gifts nothing without Love? Apoſtolicalgifts,and Pro- 
phetical gifts,and Miraculous gifts, are all theſe gifts nothing 
without Love? O Lord, whatare my poor minnum gifts thea 
without Love ? my gifts either in Preaching,or in Praying, or 
in Conference? Ah! what poor ſhrubs are my gifts then? how 


ny have theſe times brought forth that hunt much after gifts, | 
and the exerciſe of their gifts, and are ſtrangers ro the way of 
Love? I had almoſt ſaid, they are outof love with this grace 
of Love : but if we look into the ſecond Chap, of the firſt of 
Zobn,we find a Scripture that may,make all of us co take heed 
how we walk up and down without Love, verſ.10. He that lo- 
veth his brather, abideth in the light, and there # no occaſion f 
ftnmbling in bim : Though there be much ſtumbling abroad, 
yet if a man love his brothef, though he have many failings, 
and ſome od opinions,yet if he love his brother he abidech in 
the light and there is no occalion of ſtumbling in him : But 
(faith he, v. 11.) He that bateth his brother, u in darkneſs, and 
he walks in darkneſs,and be knows not whether he goes: He thinks 
he is going to Heaven, and he is going to Hell; he thinks he | 
is g0ing 0N in a way of zeal, but alaſs, poor man, he walks up 
= down-in darkneſs, he knows not whether he goeth; who- 
ver walks inthis way of batred, or want of Love, he walks 
in darkneſs,and he knows not whether he goes; But 1 need 
not ſay no more: The Apoſtle here tels us, That the way of 
Love is an excellent way,the more excellent way,and moſt ro 
be deſired; Now therfore;Oh that our Love might abound ! 
Oh that our Love, that iy much declined in theſe dates, mighr 
be recovered 1 'Oh that our Love mightabound towards one 
2nother,and towards al the Saints! Oh that there were love, 
and peace, and reconciliation yet among Profeſſors } 
But though ſuch a man be 4 at a af it ma} be he us not godly, 
| yea, 1 do not think he « godly, and Why ſhould 1 love him then - | 
ou 
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You know what our Savior ſaith concerning the Father, He 
maketh his Sun v0 ſhine upon the good andbad; and I pray is it 
not uſual with deceitful hearts, firſt ro degrade a godly man 
into ungodlineſs, that ſo they may have room to hate him ? 
There is a great deal of difference between the affeQion of a 
prophane man, and of an Hypocrite ; a prophane man makes 
nothing to profeſs that he hates, and that he doth- nor love 
ſucha man that is godly, and that he hates him becauſe he is 
pure and holy ; but now an hypocrite knows in his conſcience 
that he muſt not hate a man that is godly : What then? Ther- 
fore, that he may make room to hate him, he will firſt make 
him ungodly ; firſt he will degrade him, and make him un- 
godly, that ſo he may have room to hate him ; as now, if he 

ave a mind to love one, and to be intimate with him,his con- 


with them that are wicked ; therfore firſt he will make a man 

odly, that ſo he may have room to love him ; and fo if a man 
be godly, he will firſt make him ungodly, that ſo he may have 
room to hate him : Take heed of this deceit of heart ; you 
ſay ſuch a one is not godly, take heed of this deceit. 

Bmnt ſuppoſe he be Godly, yet notwithſtanding he u of 4 diffe- 
rent judgment from me, he 1s not of the ſame opinion with me, and 
ſaonld 1 love him then ? 

I confeſs itis hard todo it, and we ſhould all pray that 
we might beof the ſame mind; yet where, I pray do you 
find in all the Scripture, that the Lord doth make Oneneſs of 
Judgment to be the only rule and meaſure of Love ? Where 
doth the Lord fay in any place in Scripeure, That Oneneſs of 
Judgment ſhall be the only meaſure of our love to one ano- 
ther? Doth a father ſay unto his child, Child, love your 
brother, becauſe he is of the ſame growth with you ? No, 
but (my children) love one another, for ye are brethren : So 
the Lord doth not fay, My children, love one another, be- 
cauſe you are of the ſame growth, and the ſame pitch ; but 
| lave one another, for you are brethren. IT 
.. I, but {nppeſe, that a man doth me wrong ſtirs and provokes me, 
and that he hath firſt made the breach, ſhould I love him then? 
: I Yes, 


lm 


ſcience tels him, that he, muſt not walk with, or be intimate 
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Yes, elſe there were no labor of love: God is not unmind- 
ful co forget your labor of Love ; if there were tio provocati- 
on,your Love were not worthy of God ; that Faith is a Faith 
worchy of God that ſteps over difficulties, and that Love is a 
Love wortliy of God that ſteps over provocations : You ſee | 
how itis with a glaſs that hath ſweet liquor in it, the more 
you ſtir chat glaſs, the more ſavory ſweet ſmel it ſends forth ; 
come indeed to a glaſs that hath filthy and unſavory liquor in 
it, & rhe more you ſtir it, the worſe it ſmels. Art thou provo- 
ked 2 & art thou ſtirred? if there be ſweet liquor in you,prace 
and patience within you, the more you are ſtirred, & the more 
you are provoked, the ſweeter you will ſmel ; but if there be a | 
froward ſpirit, and a froward diſpoſition; if there be filthy li- 
quor within,then indeed the more you are ſtirred, & the more 
you are provoked, the worſe you'l ſmel : And whereas you 
ſpeak of bis firſt making the breach upon Love, I pray look 
upon that of the ſecond of the K5»gs, Chap. 6. you ſhal find 
there with what bloody intentions the King of Syria came to 
Dothan for to take Eliſha, at the 14. verſ. Therefore ſent be 
thither Horſes and Chariots, and a great Hoſt, and they came by 
mght, and compaſſed the City. Elifda goes forth unto thiem, | 
at the 19. verſe, and he ſaid, This is not the Way, neither is this 
tbe City ; follow me,and 1 will bring you to the man whom ye ſoek: 
But he led them to Sumaria. When they were come into Samaria, 
at yerſ. 20. the Lord opened their eyes : And the King of Iſracl 
ſaid (at the 21.verſ.)unto Eliſha when he ſav them, My father, 
foal 1 ſmite them ? ſbal I ſmite them ? He Anſwered, T hox ſhale 
not ſmite them ; wouldeſt tho [mite thoſe whom thox haſt taken 
Captive With thy word, and with thy Bow ? ſer bread and water 
before thens, that they may eat and drink. , and xv to their Maſter: 
So he prepared great proviſions for them and when they had eat and 
drunk, he ſent them away, ant they went to their Maſter ; [o rhe 


Bands of iz came nome intd the Laxtl of 1ſraet. Mark the | 
Hue, the $yriavs carne Ghar Gift werethe firſt thacmade the 


breach ; well, //-a/ bx advantage upon'thery, Yd che King 
of Ives fingers did itch at then, tobeſtiiting vfthety, bur 


Eliſha voeld not have it fo, but itifteat vF\ſthiting, hewould 
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have kindneſs ſhewen unto them ; and,1I pray, what was che 
effe&t thereof ? baving ſet bread and warer before them, and 
refreſhed them with thoſe proviſions, they went away, /o the 
Band: of Syria cam: no more into the Land of [[ratl. 1 have read 
of two famous Phyloſophers that were at great variance, the 
one an elderly man, the other yoager, ti:e elder comes unto 
the yonger wich a motion of peace, and the yonger willingly 
embraced ir ; peace being mae, \el,ſaith the elder, remem- 
ber that though I were the elder,yet I come to you, and I firſt 
offered peace; True,(faith the yonger unto him again) I ac- 
knowiccg it, and {ſhal upon this account for ever account 
you the more worthy man, becauſe chough I was the firſt 
that did make the ſtrife, you were the firſt char did make the 
peace, And ſhal Heathens do thus,and ſhal not we,Chriſti- 
ans, 20 beyond them, or do the ſame ? 

], butthere is time for al things ; there was a time indeed 
for Love, and for men to be reconciled, but now things are 
grown to that height,and to that paſs,that it is now to0 lace to 
talk of Love,and of Reconciliation ; we confeſs, that the way 
| of Love is the more excelletit way, and there was a time in- 

deed to have been reconciled. but now ' it is altoo late. 

| Wel then, if ir. be too late,give me leave coentreat one thing 
at your hands, & that is this,1 ſay,if it be too late, & you ſay, 
itis t00 late to be reconciled,and love one another, lect me en- 
treat this, That you would allay aſide your garments, the gar- 
ments of your profeſlion of heingChriſtsDiſciples,for our Sa- 
vior ſaith, By thus ſball men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
love one another ; and therefore if ic be too late for to love one 
another, and to be reconciled, come and let us lay down our 
garments, let us lay down our profeſfion of be.ag theDiſciples 
of Chriſt; yea, le. us lay down our expeQation of heaven too, 
for ſaith the Apoſtle, Fl:ſb and Blood cannot inherit the King- 
dow of God: And is not paſſion, malice,and waut of love, fleſh 
and blood 2- Certainly, certainly, 1f I do not walk in this way 
of Love, it is not al my parts,and al my gifts, that wil bail me 
from.the arreſt of that Scripture, Fleſh and blood ſbal not inherit 
the kingdens of heaven. 1 have read or heard of a certain Cham- 
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| then, It is roo late for my Soul to be ſaved ; 


is like the Goſpel, ſmooth, gentle, loving and fweet : we read 


pian that challenged a Deuil, two Armies being come near to 
one another, one comes forth our of one Army, and challen- 
geth to fight hand to hand with any one of the other Army, 
at laſt there ſteps forth a man for to meet him, and they being 
there to fight, and many of both Armies gotten round to be- 
hold and Ce what would become of it, who ſhould fal, and 
who ſhould ſtand; art laſt ſaith one of the two, Who are you 
for ? ſaith the other, Sir, Iam for you, and I am come forth 
ro ſave your life; Why (faid be) ſhould we (like fools) kil 
one another,to make ſport for theſe beholders ? ſo they threw 
down their weapons, and embraced one another,and fo par. 
red with love, to the admiration of all that did behold them. 
Now beloved,things are grown to a great height,and there is 
ro0 much difſention amongſt Profeſlors, and all men are up- 
on the tip-toe at this time, to ſee who ſhall fall, and who ſhal 
ſtand : But now after all our animoſities, if we would ſtep in 
to one another, & embrace one another, how would chis glo- 
rife God,& make Religion glorious in the eyes of the world? 
Oh why ſhould we that are Profeſfors kil, wound, or abuſe | 
one another, to make ſport for our. common enemies that be- | 
hotd us ? Beleeve it, beleeve it, it is not too late, it is not too | 
late to love one another; it is not tos late for me to do 
my work,as long as it is not to0 late to receive my wages; and 
if I ſay, it is t00 late to be reconciled, what if God ſay to me 


What then ſhall ve do, that Wwe may get into this excellent ay of 
Love? | 

I ſhall only lay before you, two or three direQions ; Tw 
or three things I conceive there are, that yet would make a 
reconciliation, and repair love _ us,that would recover, 
and recruit our love thatis much declined. The firſt, is an E- 
vangelical Goſpel Spirit or diſpoſition ;. a legal diſpoſition, is 
a fretful, froward, firy diſpoſition ; bur a Goſpel diſpoſition, 


of Abraham, That he Went in to Hagar, and he had a child, Iſh- | 
mael. by her, he went in to Sarah,and he had a child by her, Iſaac, 


and theſe rivo Mothers, Hagar, and Satab, the Apoſtle reſts nw 
| {Gal, 
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brabam had gone in to Hagar, and the /Child of Hagar 
wel grown, there was no peace in the Family, though it 
were Abrahams Family. And as Abrahamthen did go into 
Hagar, ſo now, the Children of. Abraham do too much go 
in to Hagar, the Law; And as' Luther faid, Cain ſemper 
occidir _—_ ad finem mundi; Cain wil be alWwayes killing 
of his brother Abel, til the Worlds end. So ſay I, Abraham 
wil be alwayes going into Hagar, til Chriſt come again. 1 
mean the Children of Abraham will be alwayes going into 
the Law, and to Hagar. And what's the reaſon 1 pray, 
that there are ſs many diviſions, and diſſentions now among 
us, and fo little love, But becauſe the Childrenof Abraham 
£0 ſo much into Hagar: I dare boldly ſay, It is not ſo much 
iverſity of Judgment, that maketh theſe diſſentions, as it 
is the legallity of our diſpoſitions, for though your Judge- 
ments were very different and removed one from another, yet | 
if your Spirits were Evangelical, you would love one ano- | 
ther : and though p=_ Jndgments were all of a piece, yetif 
one were of a Legal diſpoſition, and the other of an Evangeli- 
call diſpoſition, there would be want of love ftill, ſtill there 
would be diviſions : now therefore whenſoever,you firid di- 
viſions begin to ftir, or want of love ; then go to God and be- 
ſeech the Lord. ſaying, Oh, Lord; deliver me from a Legal 
diſpoſition ; Oh, Lord, beſtow upon me a Goſpel diſpoſition. 
And again ; Secondly, a true and rea! ſenſe of the Name of 
God, & how greatly the Name of Chriſt & God the Father, 
doth ſuffer by the diviſions of Profeſſors, and their want of 
love, wil recruit & recover our love; we are very ſenſible of 
our own names, the ſnfferings of our own names, but were we 
as ſenſible of the ſuffering of Gods Name, certainly there 
would not be ſuch want of. love amongſt us. Ether faid in his 
time, The Thief wrongs one. the Adulterer wrongs two, the 
Slanderer wrongs three, but I think four ; himſelf, the perſon 
abuſed, the by Rander, and the precious Name of God : You 
have heard,it's likely of the Parable of the Stomach there was 
a great varience ſomtimes fel outat Rome, between the on. | 
an 


, 


(Gal. 4.) were types of the 'LaW, and of the Goſple : after A- | 
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T and the Senate inſomuchehat the people banded rogetker, to | 


the hazard of che 'Common-wealth : "The Senate to quiet the 
people, ſent a certain eloquent man amongſt = ; ano when 
he came amongſt them, he propounded them cis Paiable ; 
ſaith he, Upon a tins the Members of the Ped Were at vVa- 
viance With the Stomach, becauſe the Stomach i-1)0ured all 
the meat, and lay ftill, was idle, and did not work, and all 
the ocher Members of the Body wrong): hard, and ſorel 
for their living ; whereupon they all combined againſt ' t 
Stomach, and the Eye Would nor ſee no mor: |* 


j 


j-* tt, and the 
Hand would work no more for it, and the Fee; » #/d4 Walk, 
me more for it, and the Teeth would chew no more for it, 
ani other mimbers refuſed for to do their office, wherupox 
the Whole Body Was weak, the Eje began to wax dim, the 
Hand began to wax Weak, the Feet began to be fetble, and 
all the Members began to be Weak, and the whole Body for 
to wither, So here, now in theſe daies of ours ; ane man he 
thinks he is wronged, and he withholds his influence and his 
love ; and another man he chinks he is wronged, and he with- 
holds his influence and his love ; and another man he thiaks 
he is wronged, and he withholds his influence and his love ; 
and ſo in in, all the Members are weakned, and the whole 
Body of the Common-welth weakned ; yea, and the body 
of Chriſtianity weakned,and the name of Chriſt, the precious 
name of Chriſt, chat ſuffers much , You that are a Profeſſor, 
you ſtcike at me, & Ithat am a prefeſſor.1 ſtrike at you ; but 
I pray, where fals che blow ? the blow fals uponthe name of 
Chriſt,the blow fals upon the name of God; have I done you 
wrong ? 1 pray, what wrong hath the name of Chriſt done 
you ? hath not Chriſt ſuffered enough for us, but ſhall his 
precions name ſuffer more by us ? Aoſes was a man ( you 
know tender of the name of God, What ſhall become of thy 
great name? In Malachies time. tt was the CharaQerof a 
mn fearing God T bat he thught wpon the n.»me of Gad, Solo- 
mon in the Proverbs faith The name of the Lord us a ftrong tower, 
the rig 1,t29u flv therewnto,and are ſafe. Now then, as ever you 


A-Gre that tlie name of the Lord ſhould be a refuge and 2 
ſhelter 
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{ defore, then let us do as we did before, meet, and pray to- 


{ ſtream and ride of theſe times run, but againſt Love? great 
ions that are made to Love. Now then,as we delire to | 


ſhelrer to you inthe evil day: Oh | be cender of the hame of 
God, and I dare ſay, the more tender you (that are Profe(- 
ſors) ate of the precious Name of God, and che more fence 
ou have of the ſufferings of Gods Name, the more you wil 
ay down your wezpons one againſt another, and the more 
you'l ſet your ſelves forts love one another. 

And would you love one anothet now, as you have loved 
before ? then do as you have done before. 7 have ſomewhat 
againſt thee (faith Chriſt to the Church of Zpheſws) rhow haſt 
left thy firſt Love : But wouldſt thou be recovered ? Remens- 
ber from whence thow haſt fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt works. 
I wiſh _— nor ſay, That Chriſt hath a ſomewhac againſt 
us, even this, That in thele daies of ours we have loſt our 
former Love, Love unto one another : But would we be re- 
covered 2 reclaimed ? Oh let us remember from whence we 
are fallen, repent and bewail our diviſions, . declinings in 
Love, and doour firſt works : What are thoſe > Times were 
heretofore, when you ( that are of different Judgments 


ſted, prayed, and have wept rogether : So let us do again; 
we meet now, and diſpute together ; we meet now, and we 
wrangle together ; bur we ſhall never difpate our ſelves into 
Love : If we would love one another now, as we have done 


gether, as before. The living fiſh ſwims againſt the ſtream, 
the dead fiſh is carried down with che tide ; fo a living 
Chriſtian ſwims againſt the tide of the times; an dead 
Profeflor is carried down with all ; and which way doth the | 


be counted living Chriſtians, letus make it our work and bu- | 
fineſs to heal and reconcile things : 'Tis in regard of Graces, 
as in regard of Ordinances, when any Ordinance of God is 
decryed, then it is Qurduty;.and we are called to it, for to, 


cry itup : ſowhen any —_— is oppoſed,then is our time, | 
and then are we called to advanceit moſt. And when ever was | 


now ) would have met together, prayed together, yea, fa- | 


[ 


now *! 
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| this grace of Love among Profeſſors ſo much oppoſed as it is \ 


6s Tread Lovebond Gif. | 
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- | perfe in this great work of Love, worksng in you that which 


now. Now therfore if ever) is our duty to abound in Loye, 
and to walk in this excellent oy | | 

But you deſire pifts, yea, and your gifts are great; I know' 
where 1ſpeak,in this great and famous City of Zoydex,where 
gifes and _ grow alone, even in your-ſtreets; yet Jet me 
tell you this, though you,or Lſhpuld have al gifts and part 
yet if we want Love we ſhould be bur as ſounding braſs, an 
as a tinkling Cymbal ; But you deſire gifts, the gift of Tea» 
ching, Exerciſing, that ye may be able ro do good to others, 
and you do wel therein, for the way of gifts is'an excellent 
way; Oh! but the way of Loves a more excellent way : 
You, deſire gifts, the gift of Prayer, the gift of Conference, 
that you may ſpeak a word in ſeaſon unto them you ſhall 
meet with, and you do well therein, for this way of gifts is an 
excellent way, yet ſaith the Apoſtle, Behold 1 fhew you a more 
excellent way : As for al our-gifts and parts, they wil leave us 
when we muſt go into our Father : Do ye therefore any of 
you deſire gifts ? Deſire them ſtill; yea, cover earneſtly the beſt 
gifts : But yet ſhew 1 you (faith the Apoſtle) a more excellent 
wa) ; and ye have heard what that way is, In general, the 
way of Grace, Holineſs, and of the power of Godlineſs ; In 
particular,the way of Love. Now the Jed of peace, that brought 
again from the dead the Lord Jeſs, that great Shepherd of our 
Souls, through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you 


well pleaſing in his ſight , through Feſms Chriſt, to whom be glory 


for ever, andever. Amen 
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